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A P P O I N T M E N T S
REVEREND LINDSAY COLLINS

Lindsay Collins was educated at Walthamstow Hall in
Sevenoaks before reading Theology at King’s College,
London. After graduating she studied for a PGCE before

becoming a teacher of religious studies at Yateley
Comprehensive School in Hampshire. In 1995 she began training
for ordination at Ripon College, Cuddesdon whilst completing a
Master’s degree in Applied Theology at Oxford. She was
ordained deacon in 1997 and priested in 1998 in Christ Church, Oxford. Having
served her curacy with the Witney Team ministry in Oxfordshire she became
chaplain and Head of Religious Studies at Cokethorpe School and then at St
Paul’s Girls’ School in Hammersmith. Before coming to Sherborne she was
Senior Chaplain at King’s College School, Wimbledon for six years. She
thoroughly enjoyed those years in an all boys’ school and so had no hesitation
in coming to Sherborne as the first female chaplain of Sherborne School.

RACHEL HASSALL

At the beginning of September 2010 Rachel
Hassall was appointed School Archivist. Rachel,
who was brought up in the Blackmore Vale, has

nineteen years’ experience of working in archives,
having been appointed the Dorset History Centre’s first
graduate archive trainee in 1991 before taking a
Master’s Degree in Archive Administration at the
University of Liverpool. Since becoming a professionally-qualified archivist
Rachel has worked in a wide variety of archives, including County Record Offices
in Herefordshire and Berkshire, Longleat House, the Museum of English Rural
Life at the University of Reading, and the Theatre Collection and the archives of
Penguin Books Ltd, both held at the University of Bristol.

L E AV E R S
JANEY GODDARD

In April 2003, I took up the post of OSS
Secretary. Whilst retaining affection for my
old School, I had certainly not been a

particularly vigilant old boy and here I was
back at Sherborne sitting behind a desk for the
first time in 33 years. How would I get on? My
previous incarnation at Sherborne had hardly
been covered with glory!

I need not have worried. Janey had been
working in the Marketing and OSS Office for
five years and she guided me through all the
pitfalls (and there were a few in those days). As
time passed, I came to appreciate the qualities
in Janey that made us such a close-knit team. She had an amazing eye for design
and was definitely the driving force behind the OS Record becoming a more
colourful and informative publication during her joint-editorship. Her attention
to detail was exceptional and this was reflected in the smooth running of all OS
events and OS Day in particular.

It was not just behind the scenes that Janey shone. She was a positive boon at
OS events where she would make all feel so welcome, especially those attending
for the first time, sometimes not having revisited the School for over a
generation.

Janey has not let the grass grow under her feet – since leaving in late May, she
is now a grandmother twice over, with both Livvie and Will starting their own
families. I am sure that I speak for all OS in wishing Janey a long and happy
retirement. I certainly could not have managed without her! �

JOHN HARDEN



When Charles Collingwood invited
me to succeed him as OS
President, I immediately said ‘yes’

and there were three reasons for this. The
first is that my natural instinct in life is to say
‘yes’ rather than ‘no’. Sometimes one makes
mistakes but on the whole I prefer to be
positive rather than negative. Second,
Charles Collingwood, as we all know, is a
hard man to turn down. His natural charm
and persuasiveness have been evident
throughout his term of office and he will
indeed be a ‘hard act to follow’. But the
third, and possibly most compelling reason,
for accepting the invitation was – and is – my
feeling that it is about time I gave a bit more
back to Sherborne than I have managed to
do so far since leaving the School. I cannot
honestly say that I have been the most active
of Old Shirburnians. Others have a far better
record. My excuse, lame as it is, is that much
of my life has been spent abroad, often on a
plane, so I haven’t had the necessary time
and energy to devote to my ‘alma mater’.

And yet, when a couple of years ago I came
to write a fairly light-hearted memoir about
my early life called ‘Stanley I Presume’, I was
struck by how deeply my whole character
and outlook seems to have been influenced
by my years at Sherborne. The book is 300
pages long, of which no less than fifty are
devoted to my time at the School which, just
by itself, says something!

I have the memoir in front of me as I write. In
Chapter 7, I recount how at the end of my
last term at School (Michaelmas 1958) I
walked down from Lyon House to a public
telephone box outside The Plume of
Feathers to call my parents on our Exmoor
farm with the good news that I had won a
Classics scholarship to Exeter College,
Oxford.

MY FATHER DIDN’T ENJOY TALKING
OVER THE ‘PHONE.

“JOLLY WELL DONE! GOOD SHOW!”
HE SAID. “I’LL TELL MA.
THERE GO THE PIPS!”

I PUT THE RECEIVER DOWN AND WALKED
OUT INTO THE STREET. ACROSS THE

WAY, THE GREAT FLYING BUTTRESSES OF
SHERBORNE ABBEY, ONE OF ENGLAND’S
FINEST CHURCHES, SOARED INTO THE
AIR. I WAS LUCKY IN SO MANY WAYS, I

THOUGHT. FOR FIVE YEARS, I HAD
RECEIVED A SUPREMELY GOOD

EDUCATION IN A SUPREMELY BEAUTIFUL
ENVIRONMENT. THE SCHOOL’S HONEY-

COLOURED HAM STONE BLENDS
PERFECTLY WITH THE EXQUISITE

MEDIAEVAL TOWN THAT SURROUNDS IT,
THE WHOLE BEING SET OFF BY THAT

MAGIC ROLLING DORSET COUNTRYSIDE
WHICH, BY SOME QUIRK OF FATE,

REMAINS LARGELY UNSPOILED EVEN
TODAY. COULD A MAN ASK FOR MORE?”

Well, I still feel that way. I enjoyed Classics
enormously. I still get worked up when I hear
the announcer on the underground telling
passengers that the south-bound Northern
Line ‘terminates at Morden!’ Doesn’t she
know, I fume, that ‘terminate’ is a transitive
verb? After three years in the Classical VIth,
with Latin and Greek A Levels a distant
memory, the then Headmaster, R W Powell,
told me I ought to broaden my education.
‘Why don’t you take an A Level in Ancient
History?’ he suggested. Which I duly did!

I enjoyed the rugby too. I still dream of
catching the ball at kick-off and blasting
through the opposition to score a try under
the posts. My very first term in Lyon House
(January 1954), we won the Three-Cock! Of

course, it wasn’t all blood and glory. The first
time I played for the Sherborne first XV was
in 1956 when Blundell’s brilliant fly-half,
Richard Sharp, single-handledly scored 22
points against us! But on the whole the
rugby went well. At the OS Society City of
London Dinner, held on 11th November this
year, I had the pleasure of meeting Richard
Carss (d 57) who played with me in the 1957
XV. Richard reminded me that our record
that year was very presentable, a point which
was confirmed when I returned home later
that night and consulted that great book of
record: Rugby Football at Sherborne School!

The good news, as far as I can see, is that all
the things which I so welcomed during my
time at Sherborne still play a major role in
the life of the School today: work, sport,
literature, art, music – all these seem to be
going strong. And, judging by the turn-out
at that very special event on 30th September
when the School commemorated, if that is
the right word, the 70th anniversary of the
bombing of Sherborne by the Luftwaffe, the
support of OS of all ages, including
octogenarians, is as strong as it ever was.

The beginning of my term as OS President
has coincided with the arrival of the new
Headmaster, Chris Davis, and his wife Innes.
On several occasions already I have found
myself being called upon to speak
immediately after ‘Chief’. If Charles
Collingwood is a ‘hard act to follow’, try
Chris Davis! Quite apart from the massive
contribution he and Innes (another Classicist)
are already clearly making to the life of the
School, Chris is a brilliant after-dinner
speaker. I realise I am going to have to look
to my laurels! �

STANLEY JOHNSON (g 58)

M E S S A G E F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T
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This has been a year of change at
Sherborne and especially in the
OSS Office. Chris and Innes Davis

have moved into Abbey Grange and have
certainly hit the ground running in their first
term at Sherborne. They have already
attended a wide range of OSS events and
are becoming familiar faces to OS regulars.
Schools would be dull places if all
headmasters were the same but Chris
Davis and Simon Eliot do share a common
bond in their wholehearted support of the
Old Shirburnian Society. We are truly
grateful to both of them.

Charles Collingwood finished his three
year presidency of the Society in May. I
have paid tribute in the OS Record before
to Charles’ terrific contribution in making
OS events such fun but I am sure that,
showman that he is, he will not object to
taking another bow. Charles’ legacy
remains strong within the OSS, not least in
his nomination of Stanley Johnson as his
successor. Stanley has already made an
impact in his first six months in office and I
am thoroughly looking forward to more of
the same!

The staffing in the OS Office has also
undergone change. Janey Goddard retired
in May after twelve years of working in both
the marketing and OSS divisions. Janet
Dean has moved seamlessly into the
Assistant Secretary’s position whilst
continuing to also work for the Sherborne
Foundation. Joanna Farrow has recently
joined the OSS team as Database Manager
and has immediately become a valued
member of our team. It is a format that
seems to be working extremely well.

Events in 2010 have proved varied and
enjoyable. There are short reports of each
event elsewhere in this Record. Especially
memorable was the Quinquagesimal event
held to commemorate the passing of 70

years since Sherborne was bombed by the
Luftwaffe on 30th September 1940. It was
very moving to hear the memories of all
those OS who were at the School on that
day all those years ago.

May I take this opportunity to thank all
those (and we were delighted with how
many!) who filled in the online
questionnaire which was emailed in the
early autumn. We have received a lot of
feedback, including some very constructive
ideas, some of which will certainly be
implemented. We received well over 1,000
replies which included 500 comments, all
of which merit a personal reply from me. I
have not yet had the opportunity to do
this, so please bear with me and I will be
responding in the near future.

May I also make use of this column to thank
all those who help the OSS Office run as
smoothly as possible: the Governors for
their continued financial support; Lucy
Earls-Davis and her team for their
organisation of OS events; Adrian Williams
and all his team for the wonderful meals
that they have provided over the past year;
and Bev Hallett, Peter Brindley and all the
porters who ensure that everything is in the
right place at the right time. Custos too do
a terrific job in ensuring that visitors are
looked after, so many thanks to Mike,
James and the two Steves. Adrian Ballard
and Stephanie Sanchez from the
Foundation office are always there to help
if we need an extra pair of hands; and
Janet and Joanna patiently make sure that
I function half normally – no easy task, I’m
sure!

Above all, may I thank all the OS who have
made 2010 such a happy and successful
year for the Society. May you have a
prosperous 2011. �

JOHN HARDEN (g 70)

S E C R E TA R Y ’ S L E T T E R

C H A I R M A N ’ S
R E P O R T

TIt has been a busy year with
the Society welcoming our
distinguished new President,

Stanley Johnson, and the new
Headmaster, Chris Davis. On behalf of all
OS I extend our warmest and best wishes
to them, to their respective wives, Jenny
and Innes, and to their families.

The growing interest in events, some of
which have been oversubscribed
in 2010, and the increasing
correspondence through the Office has
made our secretarial space in the Lodge
busier than ever; but as always John
Harden, Janey Goddard and, since
midsummer, Janet Dean and Joanna
Farrow, have continued to produce the
usual excellent service. There have been
changes, however. Janey Goddard left in
May after ten years as assistant secretary
and the OSS owe her many, many thanks
for her consistently cheerful, efficient and
friendly approach to all OS from setting
up the initial computer database, to co-
editing the OS Record and website. Her
warm welcome at so many OS gatherings
and her organisation of these has left us
permanent examples to follow. We are
indeed fortunate to welcome Janet Dean
as her successor.

Being able to report that the OS Society
is in good health is a testament to all
those who help conduct our business
and I must thank our committee
members who give their time so willingly.
Thanks also to Headmasters, Simon Eliot
and Chris Davis, and the Governors
whose continued and valued support
enables the OSS to function more easily.

Lastly, I must pay tribute to our past
President. Looking at his illustrious
predecessors, Charles Collingwood must
have been nervous but, being the good
actor that he is, he kept it under his cap
and his ebullient, enthusiastic and whole
hearted support for the Society and the
School, combined with his sense of
humour, have reached all parts of the
community. Charles and Judy, thank you
very much. �

HUGH ARCHER (c&m 65)
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As I sit down to write this, the boys
have packed and gone after a
rousing Carol Service, with its brass

section, drums, a huge choir and the Abbey
bursting at the seams with parents, staff,
Governors and the School. The School is
quiet once again. Much of the first half of
term was spent meeting the boys, the staff
and the parents and it was a pleasure to
meet many OS groups, not only in London
but also in Washington and New York. The
OS that I have met all have a deeply fond
affection for the School and it is a credit to
Sherborne that so many OS look back on
their days here with much happiness and
retain a fierce loyalty to the School itself,
often after many years.

At these meetings, I have regularly been
asked about my first impressions of
Sherborne and, in particular, what three
things have most struck me. What surprised
me when I was first asked this question was
that it took me so very little time to work out
what those three were. The first has got to
be the singing in the Abbey. The all-boys
choir is now an astonishing 87 strong and
growing, and one of my first tasks as
Headmaster was to agree the expense of an
extra raft of gowns for the newcomers at the
beginning of the year. I am very privileged to
be there in the pews with them, getting
carried away sometimes to the point of
standing up with the choir only to discover
rather sheepishly that the rest of the
congregation are seated for the anthem.

But it is not only the choir that makes the
Abbey services so special. We are very lucky,
through the generosity of the Vicar of
Sherborne, to be able to worship as a whole
School in such a beautiful building. We are
also fortunate to have our new Chaplain, the
Reverend Lindsay Collins, who comes with
her family from King’s College School,
Wimbledon, with clear vision and energy to
ensure that the spiritual and moral life
continues to beat at the heart of this
community.

The second thing that most struck me was
the quality, engagement and enthusiasm of

the staff. It is a Common Room with much
energy and readiness to contribute to
providing the best possible education for the
boys. A boarding school, with its full-time
duty of care, needs special teachers to be
able to meet those demands, not only
challenging the boys to give of their best but
also caring about what those boys do, and
about who and what they are personally,
socially, morally and spiritually. Sherborne is
lucky to have such a dedicated and talented
group.

The third thing that most struck me was the
sheer excellence of the boys. Civilised and
polite, they are not only tremendous
company but they are also a talented group
in so many ways. There is, I think, a tendency
for them to undersell themselves and to lack
some of that all-important confidence and
faith in who they are and what they can do.
Academically, they are beginning to
recognise and believe in their considerable
potential as they start to respond to the
challenges and higher expectations that the
staff have set them this term. There is an
incipient excitement in the air about what
might be if they continue to believe in
themselves.

In the sports arena there is also a gathering
confidence that we are at last within striking
distance of beginning to realise Sherborne’s
real potential. This was most particularly
evident in the surge of determination and
the positive mind-set with which the rugby
teams have performed so well this term and
with which, for instance, the swimmers have
consistently broken School records. And of
course, in the creative arts, we now have a
new Music School, are producing some
excellent plays and are seeing more and
more of the boys’ imaginative art around the
School.

But while I would dearly love to see
Shirburnians growing in confidence, it is very
important that this does not tip over into
arrogance, because between confidence and
arrogance lies only a fine dividing line.
Whereas arrogance might be described as
a misplaced belief in one’s supposed

superiority to others, confidence, it seems to
me, is born of a realistic awareness of, and a
healthy pride in, one’s own abilities. And real
confidence encourages a full appreciation of,
and respect for, the qualities and abilities of
others; it never leads to the thought, as
arrogance does, that somehow others are
intrinsically inferior. This is why I believe that
a growing and genuine self-confidence,
tempered by a proper modesty, is essential if
boys are to mature and to flourish as
Shirburnians.

Change is of course happening all the time in
any school, but at this stage I would like to
highlight two particular new developments.
The first of these is a new scheme to keep
the Courts free from cars. The Courts is one
of Sherborne’s architectural glories, and I am
aware that for some time now many have
been disappointed that it has been used for
parking. It is a disappointment I have shared
and, after much discussion with colleagues,
we are introducing a scheme which I trust is
both practicable and enforceable. It has
been made possible by the new Music
School project which has allowed us to
develop another site for staff parking behind
the Sports Centre. So we are now able, once
again, to make the Courts mostly a parking-
free zone, so opening the wonderful vista of
the Abbey again and restoring the Courts for
all to enjoy as the wonderful space that it is.
The second development relates to the
ongoing discussions about how best to
develop the Northern Campus and use the
now vacant buildings that comprised the
Music School before the new building:
Abbot’s Acre (the old Headmaster’s House)
and the old Music School. Plans are also now
afoot to develop the current Sixth-Form
Common Room (‘The Stick’) to make a far
more inviting place for the sixth form to
spend time in, as well as allow it to be used
for other functions.

The beginning of September seems a long,
long way away and much has happened
since. I feel as though I have always been
here. And I feel very privileged. �

CHRIS DAVIS

F R O M T H E
H E A D M A S T E R
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M U S I C

It has been a rollercoaster of a year. The
undisputed highlight was the two-day
Music Festival and the Grand Opening of

the thrilling new Music School in July. To
perform a day and a half of continuous
music at the end of the summer term is no
mean feat in itself, but to do so in five
different venues – yet all under the same
roof – is quite exceptional. In showcasing
the state-of-the-art qualities of the new
building, therefore, in a musical feast which
in living memory had never before taken
place on such a scale, 188 boys were
involved in 85 solo and ensemble
performances even before the grand finale –
the packed Gala Concert - had begun. And
there was something for everybody, from
Purcell to Robbie Williams!

During the festival, a newly formed Concert
Orchestra performed, involving some 60
boys. This will not threaten or replace the
joint orchestras – its repertoire, for one
thing, is much lighter – but such was its
completely unexpected popularity with
Shirburnians that a tour to Venice is in the
final stages of planning for July 2011.

The new building has proved to be far more
effective than had been predicted, even in
the most optimistic of moments. Since
September many of the boys have been in it
most Sundays, most evenings after Hall up
until 10pm, and the early birds are in
practising at 7.45am. These are not all
specialist musicians, of course. The tradition
for ‘unplugged’ music is growing by the day,
for example, with notable achievements
from Cold William, a bluegrass group whose
several recorded tracks are available from
the School on CD ‘Sherborne School Music
2010’.

The Wind Band now numbers some 80 boys
and recently played for the opening of the
Christmas decorations at Clarks Village in
Street. Chamber music flourishes, as do the
smaller ensembles including a Salsa group,
a flute quartet, string quartet, an ensemble
of four cellists, a saxophone quartet, guitar
ensemble, jazz piano trio and brass sextet.

Particular mention should be made of the
quality of the music-making from some
outstanding individuals. Of the 2010 leavers,
George Chattey (f), already Grade 8
Distinction on both recorder and flute,
achieved a nationally rare Distinction in his
ALCM diploma on the flute and also won the
Patrick Shelley Music Competition in both
2009 and 2010; Max Radford (b) (trumpet,
Grade 8) played or sang in almost every
Sherborne ensemble, was Head of RocSoc
for two years, and yet was equally visible and
successful on the playing fields; Henry
Ritchie (e) (trumpet, Grade 8) had much the
same credentials and a volume on the
trumpet which will be hard ever to replicate;
Jamie Burke (b) (guitar, Grade 8) and Luke
MacKay (e) (saxophone, Grade 7) featured
heavily in RocSoc but also, crucially, were
involved in chamber music, Swing Band and
choral groups.

Singing is now cool at Sherborne and the
School’s congregational singing in the
Abbey is this year louder and more
enthusiastic than ever. The Choir now
numbers 86 as it becomes harder each year
to turn down enthusiastic singers who, most
importantly, sing well: more gowns were
ordered in September and the repertoire
grows as the sight-reading continues to
improve.

THE NEW BUILDING

The first Music School at Sherborne was
built in 1926 – the ‘Schola Musicae’ as
inscribed in stone above the door. The
building’s twelve small individual practice
and teaching rooms, together with a modest
recital room on the first floor, were
considered to have been long overdue. This
building replaced the 1872 conversion of
‘Abbey Cottage’, the home of the proprietor
of the silk mill.

This building housed all of Sherborne’s
secular music-making until the late 1960s
and by then there was a need for further
space, if only to allow the growing number
of boys who learned instruments to
undertake some individual practice. When
the School acquired Abbey Grange in 1969,
and the Headmaster moved into it from the
red brick house just below the Yeatman
Hospital in 1970, it was decided that the
‘New Music School’ (NMS) should be
housed in the Headmaster’s former
residence. No conversion took place for the
music department’s expansion, so even the
bathrooms upstairs were used as practice
rooms when all other rooms were in use.
With no sound-proofing at all in either
building, the cacophony resulting from a
busy afternoon practice session had to be
heard to be believed. The Swing Band
regularly rehearsed at the same time as a
string quartet, a drum ensemble, a brass
ensemble, whilst a pianist hammered scales
and arpeggios the other side of a wafer thin
wall. No instrument, music stand or drum kit
ever seemed to be in the right building or
place at the right time, so that all music
department teachers were fully trained
removal staff!

T H E S C H O O L Y E A R I N



When ORMS Architects were approached,
just four years ago, to put forward a design
for a sound-proofed and state-of-the-art
music school, they recognised the need for
a cohesive plan which would enable light
and space to contribute to the joy of music-
making in an atmosphere conducive to
inspiration and, at times, very hard work.

The 2010 Music School is more than just a
collection of superbly soundproofed rooms
which house carefully engineered acoustic
treatment. Its new practice rooms
encourage boys to practise because the
spaces are inviting and will, therefore,
inspire the commitment and dedication
necessary to be good players. And with two
fully equipped music classrooms, housing
the latest music software and composition
workstations, four ensemble rehearsal
rooms, two soundproofed studios designed
not to leak sound in or out of them at
all (which, during the music Festival in
July, proved their effectiveness in
accommodating RocSoc performances at
the same time as a chamber orchestra
without any disturbance of each other), and
a music technology recording suite which is
the envy of all, this building leaves very little
to be desired.

Thanks to the generosity of so many donors,
this new building will take Sherborne’s music
into the 21st Century. It will attract good
musicians for scholarship applications, and
nurture and develop those here already.
Music at Sherborne is for everyone and
there is now a modern and enviable facility
for all to enjoy. �

JAMES HENDERSON, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

114TH ANNUAL RECORD
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The artwork selected for
view in this edition of The
OS Record is taken from
the Art coursework of
three different year
groups.

The artists featured are:

William James 5 f
Anthony Berkeley L6 g
Fred Gordon L6 c
Luke Lambert L6 d
Hugo Leader L6 d
Felix Stickland L6 a
Peter Trebelev L6 f
Derek Fung U6 e



D E S I G N &
T E C H N O L O G Y

The department is fortunate to have several
students looking to form careers around
their abilities as designers and they will

shortly be going onto study Product Design,
Architecture and Engineering at various universities
across England.

The students worked on a fixed brief as part of their
AS coursework and looked at developing a variety
of low voltage lights. As part of their brief they
worked to utilise the department’s facilities for
aluminium sand casting, machining the cast
components and bringing high levels of accuracy
and precision to their very creative and attractive
ideas. Once again a number of components were
designed using Computer Aided Design (CAD) and
these designs could be modelled and then cut out
using the School’s Computer Numerically
Controlled Laser. The laser quickly and efficiently
vaporises its way through the materials laid out on
an aluminium honeycomb bed cutting out their
components to an accuracy of one thousandth of a
millimetre. The results enable the students to create
very professional working prototypes for testing. �

PETER CHILLINGWORTH

114TH ANNUAL RECORD
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Wallace House chose Willis Hall’s
‘They Don’t All Own Aston
Martins’ for their House play at

the beginning of the Lent term. Originally
set in the early 1970’s, director Giles
Robinson chose to update the one-act play
for a contemporary audience whilst, at the
same time, remaining faithful to the
playwright’s dramatic intentions. A down-at-
heel football club, propping up the bottom
of one of the lower divisions, ponder their
prospects late on a Saturday afternoon (after
another 0-5 drubbing) having drawn
Manchester United in the FA Cup for the
following weekend. Against seemingly
impossible odds the manager, Wilf
Hardiman, attempts to instil in his ‘lads’ a
sense of optimism and self-belief. Though

principally an ensemble piece, Toby Fuller
deserves special praise for his convincing
portrayal of the beleaguered manager.

David Hedison’s production of Patrick
Marber’s ‘The Musicians’ with The Digby was
another ensemble piece. A school orchestra
on tour in Russia find themselves in a
position where their instruments have been
confiscated by Customs (after an illegal
‘spliff’ is discovered) immediately prior to
the performance of their main concert.
Without doubt, the highlight of this play was
the orchestra’s skilful miming of their
instruments as the audience hear the
intended music. Patrick Evans-Bevan was
effective as the exasperated conductor.

The School production in the Lent term was
Oliver Rose’s ‘The Taming of the Shrew’.
Clever use of video projection and the
contemporising of Shakespeare’s play from
Renaissance Italy to present-day London
enabled Sherborne audiences to engage
wholeheartedly with the plot where the
extravagant, swaggering Petruchio woos
and ‘tames’ Katherina. Polly Burn (The
Gryphon School) captured well the
wilfulness of the eponymous Shrew, whilst
Rory Graham (g) commanded the stage, to

give physically and vocally, as Petruchio, a
role which won, for him, the Pitman Cup
(shared with George Day (f) for Tevye in
‘Fiddler on the Roof’) for the best individual
acting performance in the academic year.

The opening of the New Music School
and the programme of artistic events
surrounding this occasion at
Commemoration necessitated cancelling
the Junior School production for this year
only. However, a short Sixth Form play, ‘A
Fool’s Audition’ by Daniel Curzon (directed
by Jim Donnelly) did take place at the
beginning of the Trinity term prior to its
week-long run at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival. Set in a merged medieval/

D R A M A

Mark O’Connor took over the director’s reins at short
largely inexperienced

“



contemporary time period, a would-be Fool
auditions for his King knowing that if he fails
to ‘amuse’ he faces beheading with
alarming speed. The cast of three relished
the opportunity of partaking in a world-
famous arts festival and were extremely
grateful for this opportunity.

With a limited rehearsal period at the
beginning of the Michaelmas term, Abbey
House elected to perform three of five one
act pieces which comprise Alan Aykbourn’s
‘Confusions’. Mark O’Connor took over the
director’s reins at short notice and moulded
his largely inexperienced cast into an
impressive end result. Alice Rance and Suki
Stanley (Sherborne Girls) were wholly

convincing as disgruntled wives in ‘Between
Mouthfuls’, Charlie Gordon (b) shone as the
dirty old man in ‘A Talk in the Park’, whilst Kit
Swann demonstrated both versatility and
confidence in his quick change from a
female punk in the afore-mentioned piece
to a cuckolded scoutmaster in ‘Gosforth’s
Fête’.

Vicky Clayton chose to direct Willy Russell’s
‘Our Day Out’ as the Abbeylands play. With
a large cast and clever use of filmed
excerpts, this proved to be a most
entertaining evening. The cast managed to
master the required Liverpudlian accents
and imaginatively used wooden boxes to
create their travelling coach, a zoo and a
ruined castle to great effect. Ed Chattey (f)
drew the eye as an actor of some promise.

The main School production at the end of
the Michaelmas term was Arthur Miller’s ‘All
My Sons’ directed by the Head of Drama,
Emma Robinson. This emotionally charged
production displayed fine acting talent and
left some of the audience in tears as
a haunting Reveille played out in the
final moments. Hannah-Mary Harrington
and Emily Patrick (Sherborne Girls’)
gave stunning performances, revealing

impressive emotional expression to
devastating effect. Oliver Franke (g)
beautifully portrayed the devoted son who
has to come to terms with his father’s frailties
whilst clearly still suffering from his own
psychological war wounds. Special mention
must be made of Matthew Newman (b) for
his convincing portrayal of the central
character, Joe Keller, the affable ‘man next-
door’ who hides a terrible, shattering
secret. � �

EMMA ROBINSON

notice and moulded his
cast into an impressive end result

“
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This has been the most successful year for Sherborne cricket for many years, winning 66%
of all their matches. The 1st XI exceeded expectations by winning 12 matches which
were in 20, 40 and 50 over formats, and in the more traditional declaration game,

showing this team able to adapt their cricket to suit the format required. Theo Cooke (f) was
an outstanding captain and a great role model to those who may wish to be considered for
that position in the future. The 2nd and 3rd XI’s only lost one match each throughout the
season, and the mighty 4th XI went unbeaten in all of their six matches.

I would like to thank all the boys who remained committed to Sherborne Cricket throughout:
their efforts were hugely appreciated by all the staff involved. �

ROB HILL

B A S K E T B A L L

Interest in basketball was again strong
enough this year to field two teams, both
of them at Sixth Form level. The first

team had their strongest set of results in
recent memory: they played eleven matches
and won nine. The highlight of the season
was a very competitive, closely contested
match against Marlborough, with Sherborne
emerging eventual winners in the dying
seconds of the match, thanks to an
incredible shot by Boris Yu (g).

The club have been ably assisted by Louis
Faye this year, a language assistant from
Senegal. Louis has added a great deal to
the coaching and support of the players,
and they have benefited from his experience
as a player in his university’s very successful
basketball team. I am delighted that he will
be with us again next year. � BEN RYDER

CROSS -COUNTRY

Of the stamina building
routes, the Up Cerne circuit
remains a favourite, as does

the beautiful route around the
Castle Estate and Folke golf course.

After Bryanston’s dominance last
season, we approached the
Downside match with a degree of
nerves in the Lent term. However,
we achieved a convincing win. The
Senior VIII went on to achieve an
unbeaten season in the true cross-
country matches, with the four and
six man relays proving as
unpredictable as ever.

Tom Hole (b) and Fergus Kirkland
(g) qualified as Junior Boys, and
Charlie Hensher (a) as a Senior Boy,
to run for Dorset at the South West
Championships; and Harry Lane (b)
and Charlie went on to run at the
Nationals in Manchester where they
both ran well in an enormous field
and appalling conditions. �

JOHN STOREY

AT H L E T I C S

The continuation of year-round
training with Yeovil Olympiads,
as well as the introduction of

regular fitness sessions, has continued
to raise the overall standard of athletics
at Sherborne. We sent an increased
number of athletes to represent both
North Dorset at the County
Championships and to compete at the
South Wests. In the latter, Simon Davies
(m) (400m hurdles), Tom Hole (b) (800m)
and Ned Temple-Pedersen (b) (javelin)
built on their excellent performances
this season, with Simon going on to be
selected to run at the National
Championships in Birmingham in the
summer. Here he qualified to compete
in the final and came seventh, setting a
new School record in the process.

In School matches, there were many
noteworthy performances from the
squad of more than fifty athletes from
all years. During these matches a
number of new School records have
been set – in the 100m and 200m by
Freddie Wright (m) (U15), the 3000m by
Harry Lane (b) (U15) and the 1500m
steeplechase by Tom Hole (U17).

Sports Day was aided this year by
favourable weather and an increased
number of spectators. After a hard
fought competition, the overall cup
went to The Digby, as did the U20
trophy, with Lyon retaining the U17 cup
and School House and the Green
sharing the win in the U15 age group.�

CLAIRE PEMBERTON

S P O R T

CR I C K E T



The season began with a sense of
expectation mingled with a certain
element of nervousness: the nerves

were perhaps due to the knowledge that this
was a stronger, more testing, fixture card than
in previous years.

To measure success one can always use the
results, in which case we were very successful
with over 65% of games being won. This does
not tell the whole picture, however. The losses
of previous years against sides such as Radley
and Wellington bore no resemblance to the
close and fiercely contested matches of this
year. Many a game went to the wire when in
previous years we ‘celebrated’ keeping it
below 30. This turnaround is nothing less than
amazing but the icing on the cake was the
style of rugby that was played from top to
bottom. Not a single side was unwilling to
have a go from anywhere on the pitch and
regular reports of sensational Sherborne tries
were heard from boys, staff and parents.
Often Sherborne were considered a small
team but the skill level, commitment and
organisation always seemed to shine through.
No better example is the U15D team who
regularly played teams above them: they
were frequently boys against men and rarely
had the same team twice as boys moved up
to higher teams. Nevertheless, with an ‘attack
is better than defence’ policy, they were
unbeaten, scoring over 300 points and
conceding fewer than 40.

It is quite evident that the intakes of 2008,
2009 and 2010 are very capable with a great
deal of depth. In the premiership they are
certainly able to compete with and beat
anyone on their day. Very rarely have
Wellington, Radley, Millfield and Bryanston
been worried – they are now! Other schools
consider Sherborne as the acid test at junior
level which bodes well for the future. With
the coaching now available and the

conditioning taking effect, there is no reason
why Sherborne will not be in the top tier for
some time to come. Nevertheless there is no
suggestion of sitting back waiting for it to
happen; work is still being done behind the
scenes to ensure the coaching fund, which
needs support to sustain it, can
accommodate demand for coaches; and
there is greater opportunity and provision for
all players to achieve the best they can. The
appointment of Mr David Guy as Head of
Rugby from Easter 2011 is the final cog in the
wheel.

At the senior end, previous evidence of a lack
of rugby self-confidence, which was evident
as they moved up the age groups, had
disappeared by the end of the season. Not a
single team saw the opposition as a threat
and excellent results were delivered on a
weekly basis. Highlights, and there were
many, included the 5th XV beating a Blundell’s
3rd XV by 29 points, the 2nd XV beating a
good Clayesmore 1st XV scoring 38 points in
the process; and the 4th XV beating
Clayesmore 2nd XV did not go unnoticed.

At the 1st XV level, many had expected this to
be a blip to the steady progress seen at this
level over the past few seasons. The players
had other ideas and gelled, as one observer
suggested, into one of the best teams to
grace The Upper. There was limited talent but
the work ethic was phenomenal and the
defence was at times, and I quote a referee,
‘astonishing’. They became very difficult to
play against and as the frustration amongst
the opposition grew Sherborne often struck.
Wins against Radley, Marlborough,
Bryanston, Canford, Blundell’s, and an
unbeaten second half of the season, was
success beyond that which was expected by
many. The highlights most certainly include
the win against Radley but not many
envisaged a win at Bryanston!

The immediate future is bright with Sevens
and Tens to look forward to. Beyond that, the
work will continue and many look forward to
September 2011 with bated breath. �

PAUL MILES

R U G B Y

R ID ING
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Riding continues to flourish as a
minor sport here at Sherborne.
Each week, a keen group of

riders have lessons at Pippin
Equestrian Centre in Gillingham where
lessons are based upon the three key
skills of dressage, show jumping and
cross-country jumping, and all who
take part are rapidly improving their
skills. Oliver Coombe-Tennant (m) is
competing at British Eventing with his
talented horse, Yogi; and Harry Lane
(b) continues to compete on Jonny the
Spy for the South and West Wilts Pony
Club and is also doing well at
tetrathlon. Chris Pitman (f) has begun
a new equestrian sport for Sherborne –
team-chasing, where a team of riders
compete against other teams over a
tough cross-country course and our
aim would be to get more riders
together to join him for the season.

As in previous years, we have not been
able to raise a whole team of riders to
compete in local inter-school
competitions, but we have entered
individual riders for various local
events. In September a team of three
competed at the Inter-Schools
National One Day Event
Championships where they won the
cup for the best Boys Team. �

LINDSEY MILLER
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C Y C L I N G

After a great deal of training and preparation to develop their endurance,
speed and sprinting power to match some formidable opposition in the
form of Westminster, Millfield and no fewer than five Dulwich teams,

Sherborne fielded a team at the inaugural Inter-school Velodrome Championship,
hosted by Dulwich at the Herne Hill velodrome. However, Sherborne lacked deep
velodrome experience and Dulwich and Westminster carried the day.

F I V E S

After many years in charge, Mike Cleaver has
passed the Fives baton to me and he is a hard
act to follow! This year’s young 1st team was

put through its paces by a tough circuit, including
matches against the RFA, Old Whitgiftians and
Pilgrims. As a result they did not achieve many wins,
but nonetheless plenty of very positive Fives was
played. It is exciting that all of the team will be here for
at least another year. They have come on hugely and
were able to hold their own in plenty of rallies against
talented opposition.

Jamie Smart (c) got through to the semi-finals of the
Colquhoun Trophy Colts competition towards the end
of the season. Lower down four or five boys
represented the School at various times with a positive
attitude and a gracious manner.

It is encouraging that a number of other boys come
along and enjoy playing this great sport and my hope
is that interest will grow despite the draw of other
sports. �

NICK SCORER

F O O T B A L L

The 1st XI finished the season with five wins from
eight fixtures which represents a significant
improvement on last year, and is also a fair

reflection of what the team deserved. An excellent win
against QEH Bristol got the season going and this was
backed up by a comfortable victory over Warminster.
King’s Taunton and Blundell’s were both defeated in
two very tight contests whilst the team reserved their
best performance of the season for the Dauntsey’s
match at the end of term which was won 6-2, having
been 0-2 down for much of the first half.

The unbeaten 2nd XI played some great football,
winning five and drawing three of their eight games,
whilst the outstanding 3rd XI won seven of their eight
games, only losing to Clayesmore 1st XI. Further down
the School, the Colts A were the draw specialists,
winning three, drawing three and losing two of their
eight fixtures, whilst the Junior Colts A won four from
seven, including an excellent victory against Clifton.

The Mini Colts A came up against some good sides
and will have learnt a lot from their first season of
football at the School and I am sure that next year they
will build on the three victories gained in this
campaign. The other two 3rd form teams had a
remarkably successful time though, winning 12 out of
13 matches between them with the Mini Colts C
boasting a 100% record from their six games.

Of the 87 football matches played during the Lent
term, 49 were won and 28 lost which represents a good
conversion rate. With more boys playing football and
more matches being contested despite the inclement
weather of the first half of term, football is contributing
in a big way to Sherborne sport and there is no reason
why this success should not continue next year. �

ANDY NURTON

The final event was the nail-biting
Devil Take the Hindmost race. Will
Rudgard (g) and Harry Gordon (c)
performed strongly on the knockout
laps, staying near the head of the pack
and eventually took the lead.
Tragically, though, a Dulwich rider
made a catastrophic misjudgement in
an increasingly tight pack and Harry
came down heavily, smashing his bike

helmet and sustaining multiple
fractures to his right clavicle. Will was
put off his stride and missed out on
the final sprint, which should have
been his for the taking.

Injury apart, the day saw some great
racing and the beginnings of some
serious inter-school competition. �

MIKE McGINTY

H O C K E Y

The 2010 season was one of the most successful for the School for many
years. All the senior teams won more games than they lost: the 1st XI
scored 76 goals in 17 matches and notched up excellent wins against

Millfield, Marlborough, King’s Taunton, Bryanston and King Edward’s Bath.
The 2nd XI lost only one game and conceded six goals in eleven matches,
giving the departing Chaplain, Stephen Gray’s team a +39 goal difference.
The 3rd XI won seven and lost only one game away to Marlborough; and the
4th XI had memorable wins over Bryanston and Taunton.

The Colts’ season improved as it progressed and they were competitive in all
their matches with good wins over Bryanston and Clifton, and an excellent
draw at Millfield. The Junior Colts finished their season well with wins over
Prior Park and Clayesmore, and a hard fought draw at Marlborough. Ed Matts
(c) has deserved his selection for England U16 and has performed well at that
level. He played in the Four Nations Cup in Hanover at Easter, scoring on his
debut against Holland. And Toby Mackean (f) was thrown in at the deep end
when he played at the County Finals. He is well on the way to becoming a
very reliable and confident distributor from left-back next season.

My thanks to John Old and his team for all their work on both pitches, and to
Adrian Williams and his team for their delicious teas. �

ROB HILL
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G O L F

As I look back at the 2009-2010 season
I feel that it marks an end to an
excellent era. Both top players

Robbie Busher (a) and Jos Pralle (g) have left
with handicaps of 1. I doubt if Sherborne has
ever had two players, at School at the same
time, with such low handicaps. OS Golf will
certainly benefit in the future.

After the successes at Burnham and The
Shire in March and June 2009 respectively, it
was always going to be difficult to reproduce
such fine results. There were victories
against Canford (twice), Milton Abbey
(twice), Taunton, Downside, Exeter and Bow
House, until Truro, with an excellent side,
defeated the School in both the ISGA
Schools Competition and the HMC
Foursomes. The stay at Burnham was shorter
than hoped for because Robbie Busher was
away at a University interview – losses to both
Canford and Radley meant that the side did
not reach the final day.

The Christey-Clover Academy is bringing on
some youngsters, but it will take time, with
their busy lives, for them to come through
the ranks to become School team players.
Hopefully one or two Junior Matches will be
played later in the year.

The numbers of boys playing golf have taken
an upturn in September 2010, which is most
encouraging. Long may it continue! �

MIKE CLEAVER

S A I L I N G

The year began with convincing wins
against Clifton and Milton Abbey,
both home and away, but then

subsequently deteriorated, along with the
weather which proved to be the biggest
adversary. In the Michaelmas term we lost
against Canford, but subsequent matches
against Millfield, Bryanston and an away
match with Canford were all cancelled due to
too much wind.

The two Lent term matches were mixed with
a strong win against Clifton and a bad loss
against the OS. There was, however, an
excellent training day at Rockley where a
squad of ten boys practised team racing in
Laser 2000s and we came away with high
hopes for the summer.

The term started with a pre-season entry in
the National Schools Sailing Association
team racing event at Queen Mary’s Reservoir.
The team did well on the training day but on
the two subsequent racing days there was no
racing as there was not so much as a breath
of wind. Our next outing was the Midlands
British Schools Dinghy Racing Association,
another windless occasion, where there was
some sailing and we were able to come away
as winners of the Bronze fleet having sailed
two races out of our potential six qualifiers.
We then won a fixture against Bryanston
down at Poole and had a convincing juniors
win against Milton Abbey. The weather won
the three way race against Clifton and
Millfield as it was far too windy to sail. The
Southern British Schools Dinghy Racing
Association match at Spinnaker Club was a
disaster as the team were anywhere but on
form for sailing and came 12th out of 15
entries. We were again soundly beaten by
the OS. A match against a strong Wellington
College team was encouraging despite
losing since our tactics proved to be good
and we were frequently over the line at the
front of the fleet, but they just pipped us on
boat speed and greater familiarity of sailing
Fireflies.

Our final outing as a team was for the British
Schools Dinghy Racing Association finals at
Bough Beech when we were up against the
strongest schools in the country and only
managed 17th. That said, the team learned
much about team racing and, given that we
will have lost only one member, the
experience gained will be very valuable for
2010-2011.

Despite the setbacks, the team has been
very positive and willing, and they were ably
captained by Harry Saunders (a). I am very
grateful to them all. �

CHRIS HAMON

S H O O T I N G

The Range has this year
undergone quite a lot of
attention from the RFCA (Reserve

Force and Cadet Association): it has
been reroofed and made watertight.
This should give us the opportunity to
improve the internal environment. We
now have the capability to use air rifles
in the range and this is opening up more
opportunities to other shooting
disciplines.

Retention of good shooters in the sixth
form continues to be problematic due to
academic and other sporting
commitments taking up a lot of their
time. This is an area we intend to
address.

We are opening the range to School
staff this year to encourage them to get
involved and we may in turn be able to
field a staff team to challenge the boys.
The Girls’ School have also started using
the range and are looking quite
competitive: this will give us more local
competition. �

BRIAN ARKLESS

P O L O

Sherborne polo players produced
many impressive and memorable
performances last season. Most

spectators were astounded at the
ability of the boys on the field,
irrespective of their age. The results
were mixed, but the most notable
match was against Milton Abbey when
Sherborne won 6-1. The final score
was the result of magnificent
teamwork and showed just how
important it is to play as a team.

A strong Under 16 side, consisting of
Jack Taylor (a), Chris Pitman (f), Nick
Tobin (e) and Xander Cooper (a) lost
narrowly in their first chukka of the
tournament at Longdole in June, but
came back in the next two to win both.
Unfortunately the knock-out rules
meant that was too late for a high
placing overall.

Jack Taylor has been playing a
considerable amount of 8 goal polo at
Cowdray which is a great opportunity
for him. He also represented the
School on 4th June at the Schools and
Universities selection day and was
picked for further matches during the
summer.

Guy Fox-Andrews (b) and Alex Vent (m)
will be missed as they have come to
the end of their time at Sherborne and
have played for the School every year
since the third form. They were
extremely committed and practised
regularly, and represented the School
many times including winning the
Under 16 trophy two years
consecutively when they were in the
Lower School. �

JULIA SLADE
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S Q UA S H

Sherborne squash season 2009-10 can
go down as possibly one of the best
ever. With Theo Cooke (f) as captain of

the first team, they played a total of 15
matches, which consisted of 13 school
fixtures and two matches against the Jesters
and the Pilgrims. Out of the 13 school
matches, Sherborne won 10 and only lost 3,
which was an incredible achievement for a
team that had only been playing together for
the year.

In the first half of the season, the team had
two wins against West Somerset Community
College and Richard Huish School, but were
then drawn against a very strong Exeter
College team (in the nationals) who beat
Sherborne in a very closely fought match.
Other victories at the end of 2009 included
wins against Canford, The Gryphon, a draw
against Bryanston and a defeat at the hands
of Millfield second team.

In 2010 Sherborne squash began a winning
spree and won their next five matches on the
trot, including wins against Millfield second
team, King’s Taunton, Blundell’s and
Bryanston.

A colts team was formed and played two
matches each against Marlborough and The
Gryphon. With two wins and two losses, the
boys certainly enjoyed the chance to play
some competitive squash and thoroughly
deserved their two wins. �

GARY SHACKLE

S W I M M I N G

Swimming at Sherborne has gone from
strength to strength this year with the
introduction of a new coach, Clare

Blackwell, to work alongside Brian Higgins.
Numbers have swelled and School records
have fallen. Team captain, Ameer Rashed
(d), has led by example and both the senior
and junior teams have enjoyed success in
their galas.

In March, Sherborne entered the Bath Cup
and Otter Medley, a prestigious event for
independent schools held at Crystal Palace,
in which the School had not taken part for a
number of years. We acquitted ourselves
well and finished about half-way up the field
of fifty schools, a great achievement
amongst such strong competition.

The galas have been highlighted by the
many School records which have been
broken: of particular note, Daniel
MacDonald (c) took nearly two seconds off
the U16 50m breaststroke record set by Piers
King (a 89) 24 years ago! Stuart Allen (g) set
new senior records in the 50m freestyle and
backstroke; and the 4 x 25m freestyle relay
team set a new U16 School record. �

LUCY MCMILLAN

T E N N I S

As last year, players turned out in huge
numbers to represent the sport with
one of the fastest growing

reputations in the School. Unsurprisingly, it
did not prove possible to maintain the rapid
progress of recent years, this year being
more of a year of consolidation. The
standard of tennis played at Mini Colts level
was very pleasing whilst the Senior Colts
were the most successful team, winning five
of their seven matches.

The 1st team contained many of the same
players as last year, with the addition of an
outstanding third form player, Ellis Trickett (f).
When our top side was fielded, it could
compete with any other independent school.
Indeed, the draw against Millfield during the
second half of term demonstrates this clearly.
However, due to injuries and the pressure of
exams, this was too often not possible.

Sadly, two key players, Merlin Goldsworthy
(b) and Archie Leng (a), who have been the
backbone of the side for three years, have
now left. They leave a hole which will be
difficult to fill with players of equal quality. �

JEREMY WADHAM

THE CHAPLAINCY

EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMON FOR THE
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOMBING

OF SHERBORNE

Ecclesiastes 3 : 1-15

“I KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING
BETTER FOR MEN THAN TO BE HAPPY

AND DO GOOD WHILE THEY LIVE. THAT
EVERYONE MAY EAT AND DRINK, AND
FIND SATISFACTION IN ALL HIS TOIL –

THIS IS THE GIFT OF GOD.”

The passage we have just heard from
the Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us
that God has a plan or purpose that

remains steadfast during all the changing
scenes of life. There is a time in the cycle on
earth for life, for death, for rejoicing and
mourning, for building up and for tearing
down. As I am getting to know this great
School as a new Chaplain this term, I can
identify times throughout its history when
each of these has been the case. Today, the
70th anniversary of the bombing of
Sherborne, we are poignantly reminded of
the period of war and destruction that faced
the town and the School. On that afternoon
when Sherborne was raided by around 150
German planes dropping several hundred
bombs, much of the town and the School
suffered. The School fields were destroyed
by six bombs, resulting in the Upper being
out of action for the rest of the season.
Classrooms were damaged, and Lyon
House and Elmdene had to be evacuated
and the boys accommodated elsewhere.
Yet, reading the history of the time, it
appears that the masters and the boys just
got on with school life. The reality of war
had come all too close but the School’s aim
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C A R E E R S D E PA R T M E N T

As a Careers Department I hope that we exemplify the concern for career development
and flexibility which we try to promote in the boys. As a result of a conversation with
the Headmistress of Sherborne Girls earlier in the year, I was able to tell my colleague,

Fiona Harrall, about the vacancy for Head of Careers at SG. It was no surprise that Fiona was
offered the post which commenced in September and we look forward to a new period of
cooperation between the departments in our two schools.

When Rob Lloyd left us in 2007, we managed the transition smoothly. Similarly, I think that we
are very fortunate to have Kim Dunning taking on the role of Coordinator of Higher Education
and Careers: not only has she already worked with us in the department for three years, but
she also has considerable experience of personnel management and the personal skills to
organise and represent the department with confidence. Amanda Cordwell has joined us as
Careers Secretary and is adjusting remarkably well to our idiosyncrasies.

I would like to highlight one further positive development. In view of the determination to
offer our boys the best possible preparation for Oxbridge and other highly competitive
university courses, William Duggan has taken on a new role as academic coordinator, which
complements that of Don Cameron as Head of Sixth Form. William has organized two very
valuable interview workshops with Nigel Bowles (Oxford) and John Green
(Imperial/Cambridge); the new boy-led and cross-curricular Turing Society has enriched and
broadened intellectual life for Sixth Formers; and we are better informed about how to
prepare our applicants.

We continue to try to monitor developments across the UK university spectrum: I am more
aware than ever of the need to update our knowledge and have now visited all 120
universities.

We are maintaining a nationally prominent role in the debate on the IB Diploma and university
entrance requirements, and there is now overwhelming recognition that it is a good
preparation for university study. Furthermore, as we recruit IB students, and other boys and
parents express more interest in international opportunities, we are trying to improve our
knowledge of a vast area. We are also developing contacts with those best equipped to advise
on US applications.

Regular events this year included the Lower Sixth Careers Convention in March with over 50
delegates representing a wide variety of career areas; and the Lower Sixth Higher Education
Forum in April, with 22 universities represented and 15 OS in attendance. Nick Fox (c, 80) once
again gave a rousing final presentation at the former event. We are very grateful to all Old
Shirburnians who supported these and other events, and to the many who sent replies to our
surveys which are our most valuable written resource in keeping up to date with Higher
Education and the world of work.

As far as university entrance is concerned, there is no sign of our boys rushing to get university
qualifications because of a recession: 67% took a ‘gap year’; and it is notable that those who
opt to go straight to university are often scientists.

I am writing this at a time of particular uncertainty about the value (in more than one sense) of
university education. I was heartened recently by the words of the Pro Vice Chancellor for
Academic Quality and Students at the University of Birmingham: ‘Too much Sixth Form work
produces programmed thinking, but Birmingham will not compromise. We want independent
thinkers’. If our boys are serious about preparing for university study, they should give serious
attention to his words. By offering the IB Diploma Programme and, for A Level students, the
Extended Project Qualification, in addition to a host of other academically enriching activities,
I think that Sherborne is doing much to promote the thinking he recommends. �

PHILIP ROGERSON

was to continue as usual as much as it
could. The sheer resilience of youth and the
dedicated determination of staff meant that
Sherborne continued to educate its young
men with a positive attitude, preparing
many who were to enter the services; and
indeed the lives of many old boys were
tragically cut short and their names are now
carved above the stairs on our Chapel
steps.

From the earliest history of the School,
Sherborne boys had a sense of the life
beyond life – of purpose beyond the daily
needs of personal desire. All of these
represent a spirit of self-sacrifice but it was
during wartime that this became a vivid
reality. By the end of the war, the roll of
service included some 2,000 names of OS
with J H Grayburn (b 35) winning a
posthumous VC; 38 the DSO; and 81 the
MC. This says something about the men
that came from this School, and the values
and virtues that were taught and
encouraged here.

As the new Chaplain, part of my role is to
ensure that the traditions and heritage of
this great institution are upheld; that the
men who died that others might live are
remembered; that the spiritual gifts of faith,
hope and love are instilled in our boys so
that they become men of compassion,
integrity and sacrifice.

The education we need to continue to give
here at Sherborne is one that enables boys
to find happiness, not in the things of the
world which we know are transient and
finite, but in the things of God – it is why the
Abbey and Chapel services continue to be
a vital and important part of every boy’s
education. It is an education that must
continue to teach boys how to do good
while they live, and keep alive the Christian
values that have underpinned the School
for hundreds of years.

Today the past, present and future come
together! I hope you feel part of the
tradition which has brought us to this place;
that you know you are welcome and valued
as important members of this community,
and that we are continuing to build on the
foundations that you, the Old Shirburnians,
have laid.

Therefore, my prayer is to share in that
vision of Saint John at the end of the book
of Revelation where he sees a new heaven
and a new earth built on the values of the
kingdom of God; that Sherborne School will
be a truly great school because we share
the love of God and seek his will and
purpose for our lives throughout all
generations. �

REVD LINDSAY COLLINS
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S H E R B O R N E F O U N D AT I O N

In 2010 the Foundation saw the completion of its most ambitious project yet - the Music School. On 2nd July the Headmaster, Simon Eliot,
formally declared the building open, just five days after the formal handover from the contractors. Over 400 donors and volunteers enjoyed
the Festival of Music in the new building. Lunch was served in a marquee which filled the Courts and was accompanied by more music; and

a Gala Concert topped off a wonderful day.

The Music School has now been in use for
much of this term and the boys are
beginning to feel at home there. It has
proved a great success and, if you have not
had the opportunity to see it, please do
contact the Foundation Office so that we
can arrange a tour. We are told by all that
have seen it that the photographs and video
do not do give you a real sense of the size
and quality. However, if you are too far away
from Sherborne to come back, a virtual tour
by the Director of Music, James Henderson,
is on the Foundation website:
www.sherborne.org.uk

This year has also seen the success of some
smaller but important projects in the sports
arena with the successful launch of the
Sports Coaching Fund. The Fund has
enabled Paul Miles, Director of Sport, to
bring in specialist coaches, Josh Lawrence in
cricket and Leah Wilkinson in hockey, to help
the boys progress. This fund is a five year
programme and your support, therefore,

remains most welcome. We have also been
involved in the installation of a mezzanine
floor in the fitness suite for a new
conditioning unit for the boys, which
includes weights and spinners to ensure
correct body shape and weight for their
chosen sport.

We are now working with the Headmaster to
ascertain how the Foundation’s strategic
plan can deliver his plan for the School, and
have already launched two new projects.
One of these is the Foundation Fellows
project, an initiative to bring two very bright
recent graduates to the School to teach for
a year and also add coaching skills to either
the sport or drama departments. It is hoped
that they will bring not only an additional
intellect to the already excellent staff, but
also a wealth of enthusiasm which will rub off
on the boys.

The second project is our most ambitious
to date, the Bursary Programme. We are

hoping to increase the endowment of the
School to help offer bursaries both in the
long and short terms; and we are looking to
support bright high-flying boys, who could
not otherwise afford to come to Sherborne,
to access our School and begin to widen
their aspirations.

I hope to see many of you over the coming
twelve months as it is my ambition to gain
the views of over 250 OS, one to one, over
the coming year on our projects and future
plans to help the School. I hope you will be
willing to spare me just an hour of your time.

It leaves me one final, but most important,
matter and that is to thank our army of
volunteers and all our generous donors who
make this possible. So far in just over twelve
years 27% of OS have given: now let’s make
it 54% by 2015 as participation is the key to
our success. Thank you. �

ADRIAN BALLARD
HEAD OF FOUNDATION

V I S I T S T O T H E O S S O F F I C E

It is always a great pleasure to welcome OS and friends to the School. With all visitors now being asked to sign in on their arrival at
Reception, it would help us enormously if you could let us know in advance the day and time of your intended visit so that we can
inform Custos. This will also ensure that we will be available to greet you and that your visit is an enjoyable one.

AGM AND ACCOUNTS
The minutes of the OSS Annual General Meeting held on 22nd May 2010 and the audited accounts are available via the OSS website. If you do
not have access to the website and require a copy of either the AGM minutes or the audited accounts for the OS General Fund or the OS
Charitable Trust for the year ending 31st July 2009 approved at that meeting, please contact the OSS Office who will happily forward you a copy.
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S H E R B O R N E
I N T H E C O MM U N I T Y

The past year has been very
difficult for many charities as
the recession has led to

falling donations. In this climate,
the Trustees of Sherborne House
have continued to focus primarily
on supporting the young people’s
charity, Kids Company, which uses
Sherborne House in Bermondsey
for the Urban Academy, a centre of
excellence for post-16 education. We are pleased to report that, despite the
difficulties, Kids Company continues to provide invaluable support to
disadvantaged young people in London and has introduced a range of new
services in the past year.

The Urban Academy runs the modular Path to Life programme, as well as nationally
recognised qualifications and GCSEs in English, Maths, arts and sports coaching.
Many of the disadvantaged young people who attend here go on to study at
university. During the past year, the 52 staff at the Academy have helped 239 young
people. The London Borough of Southwark recently placed ten young people in
the Urban Academy, all of whom left with certificates.

The Trustees have also worked to develop links between the schools in Sherborne
and Kids Company over the past few years. These have resulted in several visits
from Kids Company staff and young people to Sherborne. In addition, Sherborne
Girls has developed strong links with Kids Company, with reciprocal visits to a
school in Hackney and fundraising. This year, girls from the Girls School donated
400 presents to Kids Company for distribution at the Christmas Party. We hope to
develop these connections in the future.

While Kids Company remains our main focus, the Trustees recognise that – thanks
to the generous support of many OS donors – Sherborne House can also work with
other charities that share our aims of supporting disadvantaged young people. To
reflect the broad work and goals, this year the name was changed from Sherborne
House Trust to Sherborne In The Community. � JAMES NURTON (m 92)

S T E V E N L AW N
M E M O R I A L L E C T U R E
SARAH KATHERINE FANE, MBChB

This year’s speaker was Sarah Fane, a
doctor who saw an urgent need for
medical and educational assistance in

Afghanistan as a direct result of the Taliban
regime. Inspired by a gap year working in rural
India, Sarah decided to switch from her degree
course in French and Latin to study medicine at
Bristol University. Her elective was spent in the
North West Frontier Province of Pakistan where
she met with the Guildford Surgical Team. She returned with them the following
year to Pakistan, and worked from a Mujahideen border camp, seeing female
patients from the surrounding refugee camps. Ten years later, having married, had
four children, and done various hospital jobs between children, she was asked to
go to the Panjshir Valley in Afghanistan to assess a mother and child clinic. The visit
and the people she met inspired her to set up the Afghan Connection. In six years
the charity has raised over £2m, funding a school building project, equipping
hospitals and providing training and education.

Steven Lawn was in the Digby from 1987 – 1991 and was working in his office in the
World Trade Centre when the planes struck on 9/11. Previous speakers have been
General Patrick Cordingley, Lord Douglas Hurd, Terry Waite, Camila
Batmanghelidjh, Lord Butler, Sir Jeremy Greenstock and Richard Watson. �

JANET DEAN

SCHOOL
DEVELOPMENT

The Music School was opened by Simon
Eliot on 2nd July 2010 during a week-long
celebration of music which marked the end

of the Trinity Term. Designed by ORMS, the
building must rate as one of the most exciting
Music Schools in the country. It includes a recital
hall, recording studio, ensemble rooms, an
outside performance space and a variety of
teaching and practice rooms. The design has
been developed to a high environmental
standard: it is naturally ventilated where possible
and the glazing provides good daylighting which,
in conjunction with active daylight control, will
reduce the energy consumption. The design of
the elevations and choice of materials
incorporating traditional stone, timber and zinc
creates a building that is confidently modern yet
sympathetic to the varied mix of adjacent
building styles. It should be a source of inspiration
to those who use it for many years to come.

The opening of the new Music School has freed
up several buildings which were previously used
for music. With the arrival of a new Headmaster,
the Governors decided that he should have the
opportunity to consider how the buildings could
best be re-used before refurbishment started.
Proposals are currently being considered and
decisions about new uses will be announced later
in the academic year.

Refurbishment of the boarding houses continues
and this year it was School House’s turn for major
work. The logistics of refurbishing School House
meant that work had to take place in two phases.
The first phase was completed in April 2010 and
the second phase is due to finish in 2011.
Thereafter, Harper will be the next house due for
major refurbishment and extension. Planning
permission was granted in June 2009 for a
scheme which includes the provision of smaller
dormitories, an increased number of single and
double study bedrooms and a Resident Tutor’s
flat. The first stage of work will involve the
creation of a new barge yard which, to meet
English Heritage’s requirements due to its
location within the walled garden, will incorporate
an aviary style enclosure inspired by Humphrey
Repton’s design for the Brighton Pavilion. The
Governors plan to tender the building contract in
early 2011 with a view to starting work in the
summer of 2011. �

LUCY ROBINS, BURSAR



The Headmastership of the Reverend
Hugo Daniel Harper from 1850 to
1877 saw Sherborne transformed.

Armed with the reforming zeal characteristic
of all the great Victorians, Harper increased
the number of boys in the School from 40
to nearly 300, undertook a building
programme that saw the physical size of the
School multiply tenfold and opened three
new boarding houses: The Green (1865),
Abbeylands (1872) and Harper (1873). In
short, he was the founding father of the
School as we know it today.

Harper was a class act indeed but who was
going to bat after WG Grace? Only nine
candidates applied for the position in 1877
as opposed to the 43 that applied in 1850.
The Governors choice fell upon the
Reverend Edward Mallet Young, a scholar, a
brilliant Classics teacher and a fine
sportsman. Furthermore, he was extremely
well-connected socially, an undoubted
advantage in that era, and his application
was supported by Matthew Arnold. He also
looked the part with his handsome looks
and immaculate turn-out – surely a man to
build on the Harperian legacy?

At first all went well. Young oversaw the
completion of Harper’s building plans and
also undertook schemes of his own,
including the conversion of a schoolroom to
a library (at his own personal expense), the
Gymnasium and the Sanatorium. Helped
partly by the agricultural depression, which
put some well-known schools out of the
price range of many, he was also able to
attract better entrants to Sherborne. He
improved the quality of music, art and
humanities, and appointed the quality staff
needed to undertake these embellishments.

Talented as the new members of staff were,
they did not mix especially well with the staff
who had worked principally under Harper.
Man-management was certainly not Young’s
strongest point and, for a highly intelligent
man, he could be extremely tactless. He
issued to his staff a ‘Masters Manual’ which,
while harmless enough in content, was
probably not the wisest gesture to men who
had been teaching all their working lives,
and it engendered much bad feeling. He
also did not endear himself to the
predominately Tory Governing Body by
never missing an opportunity to air his
radical Liberal views.

In 1886, Young engaged a new School
House Tutor. This was Edward Charles
Malan, an Old Shirburnian and a man with a
huge frame leading on to a (reputed) 23inch
neck and topped with a shock of
prematurely white hair. Whilst somewhat
surprisingly gifted in his ability to deal with
boys, Malan possessed a violent temper
which was triggered at a very low boiling
point. The combination of Young’s lack of
tact and Malan’s temper could have only one
conclusion and they fell out over a case of
discipline for a boy. Neither man would give
an inch and Malan’s temper and strength
came to the fore, and the Headmaster was
only saved from physical injury by the
intervention of his butler.

Even in trying times, members of staff do not
assault their employers and Malan’s instant
dismissal was the inevitable sequel. There
the matter should have rested and no doubt
would soon have become yesterday’s news.
However, Young’s lack of judgment once
again surfaced and he chose to attempt to
justify his action to staff by denouncing
Malan in terms that could be construed as
libellous. Many of the staff, who held a pent-
up resentment towards Young sensed that
he could be brought down and a general
revolt was in progress. Young was no Nero
and he worked actively in dismissing all the
lesser rebels. However, their leader was one
Hugh Penderel Price (OS), a personal friend
of Malan, and also a protégé of Harper’s. An
extremely popular Housemaster with a
considerable influence over many
generations of old boys, he was a truly
formidable opponent and proved
unrelenting in his determination to shake

the Headmaster. Furthermore, in surely one
of his less prescient moments, Harper had
successfully sought election onto the
Governing Body, ensuring that Price had
allies in high places. Even at this advanced
stage it was hoped that a compromise could
be reached, but meanwhile Malan had been
induced to sue for libel and the fat was really
in the fire. The case came up in the Queen’s
Bench before Mr Justice Denman in
November 1889. It was heard ‘in camera’ but
the verdict was delivered in open court to
the delectation of the London newspapers.
The local newspaper was also well served,
largely due to Malan’s lawyer being a
director! It was clear that Young had been
very indiscreet in writing four separate
letters questioning Malan’s sanity and he
must have counted himself extremely
fortunate in escaping with only nominal
damages awarded against him, the judge
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I C L E S BRAMB L E S C R I C K E T MATCH

Iam sure that almost all yachtsmen and yachtswomen who have sailed in the Solent will
be well aware of the Brambles Bank, which lies in the middle between Hamble and
Cowes, and can offer a great tidal escape while racing, but should be avoided while

cruising. For those non sailors there is an area where the water is shallower than
elsewhere and, at certain stages of the tide, becomes a hazardous sandbank. Twice a
year at the equinox the tides become extreme and not only does the bank become
visible but becomes large enough for some slightly eccentric Englishmen to play a short
game of cricket. There are many theories as to when and who started the cricket on the
bank. The legendary dinghy sailor, Uffa Fox, and the prisoners from Parkhurst are all part
of the folklore associated with the Brambles Cricket Match. However, for 25 years there
has been a game between the Royal Southern Yacht Club from Hamble and the Island
Sailing Club from the Isle of Wight.

I have been living and working as a GP in Hamble for the last 17 years and a member of
the Southern for the same time. I have been lucky enough to play in the cricket match for
the last ten or so years, and have been captain for the last five years, which really means
organising ten other folk to get up either really early in the morning or getting off work
in time to get wet in cricket whites and play a daft game of cricket when the result is
already known. After the game either the Southern or the Island host a meal, exchange
a trophy, say a few nice words and then return to either the Island or the mainland. It is
always the club that hosts the dinner that is declared the winner of that year’s match.

The weather and tides do not always play fair and three years ago was a classic example:
although we had chosen to play when the tide was theoretically at its lowest, it was not a
fantastically low tide and the atmospheric pressure was low at 997 ( it was a miserable wet
rainy day in August). The low atmospheric pressure effectively holds the water in the
Solent and so the tide does not drop as far. We made our way to the Brambles in various
boats, nicely turned out in our cricket whites all sporting various arrays of footwear. On
arrival at the Brambles we waited for the tide to ebb enough for us to jump ashore onto
dry ground but alas the mud bank never did appear and so no match was played that
year, but having got eleven men together we thought it prudent to do some practice (see
photo) and had a great half hour in the shallows.

Possibly my favourite match was nine years ago during the 150th celebration of the
America’s Cup. The Solent was full of the most wonderful boats from the elegant J class
boats, Endeavour and Valsheda, a huge selection of 12 metre boats including the iconic
Australia 2, brought from Perth especially for the event with all the original crew onboard,
alongside Alingi with the legendary Russell Coutts steering. There were also the newer
modern AC class boats as well as many classic yachts from Adela to Rebecca.

I was fortunate to be sailing on the 1960 12 metre Nefrittiti, designed by Ted Hood, and
found myself doing tactics before the start of the re-creation of the round the island race
(East-about) and managed to start between Alinghi and Australia 2. We did not hang in
with them for long but had a wonderful sail around the Island and, as we approached the
finish, I was able to ring a good friend to come alongside in a RIB so that I could jump
aboard, having changed into my whites, and arrive at the Brambles in time to open the
bowling for the Southern. It got even better when the next day back on the 12 metre I
learnt that it had all been on TV and the American crew had watched it all! Fame
at last. �

MARK TOMSON (h 79)

saying in mitagation that the action was
provoked by spite alone.

In an attempt to restore Young’s position,
Price was dismissed and left for Weymouth
College taking most of the boys in his
House with him. All too late, governors,
parents and OS gave the Headmaster their
unanimous support. Too much damage
had already been done and numbers at
Sherborne went into sharp decline leaving
the hapless Headmaster with no option
but to resign in 1892. He had brought
brilliance and success to Sherborne but
the flaws in his character, which with
stronger support may have been easily
neutralised, served to bring the School to
crisis point. The motto on his crest reads
‘Be right and persist’. Young was certainly
true to the latter without perhaps
concentrating enough on the former. �

JOHN HARDEN
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The events of that day in 1940 will remain in my
mind as long as I live: it was so sudden and then,
so swiftly, over. The cloud of dust seemed very
unpleasant.

From Robin Benoy (a 43)

On that day, I was firewatching in Abbeylands.
Another boy was at the other end of the House
and only a few feet away from where a small
bomb landed in the Housemaster’s garden,
fortunately on the other side of a low wall. He
was not hurt and the damage to the building did
not amount to much, but a number of windows
were broken. At my end of the house, the ceiling
fell down and I was rebuked for ‘standing on the
ceiling’ by Mrs Elderton when she emerged from
the cupboard under the stairs where she had
taken refuge with the maids, in accordance with
the approved fire drill.

From Robert Pembleton (f 42)

On the afternoon of the bombing raid I was
seated at my desk in one of the ground floor
classrooms on the North side of the Courts,
attending (coincidentally!) a German class given
by Henry Howard Baker, when there was a
sudden distant rumble which grew rapidly
louder. He told us to get under our desks and, as
we did so, the explosions erupted deafeningly
and the windows fell in amidst a shower of stones
and grit.

The Headmaster, Mr Ross Wallace, was on the
scene at once, telling us to return to our
boarding houses – in my case to Harper House in
Hound Street. There were several large craters in
the Courts and, as we walked back across Cheap
Street, we could see considerable damage in the
area of Newcombes and Coombs bakery and
café. Apart from broken windows, there was
miraculously little damage to Harper and the
directive to get on with our education was
followed – by candlelight. During the following
days, our spare time was devoted to helping
local householders to clear up damage, but I
don’t think any of us realised quite what a mess
the raid had made of the town until some days
later.

The most remarkable thing was that, although
over a hundred bombs were dropped and there
were many casualties and considerable damage
in the town, both the Abbey and the School were
virtually untouched.

From David Russell (d 41)

Fortunately I missed the bombing by three years,
but we did have the excitement, if you can call it
that, of American hospital trains in Sherborne
Station after D-Day.

From David Hall (a 47)

My father, an airman, had already
decided, with war clouds looming,
that his original choice for me in

the heart of the industrial Midlands would be
unsafe. So he chose Sherborne, that sleepy
little town tucked away in the West Country
where nothing ever happened and as far
away from any war as one could be – until I
got there!

In my first week, in afternoon class and some
ten minutes since masters and boys were out
in the streets walking over from their various
houses, without warning of any kind – no
sirens, nothing – German bombers were
overhead and making for the South Coast
after being turned back from Bristol Docks.
And where better to off-load their bombs
than on that small town below?

Distant ‘crumps’ were heard. Mr O’Hanlon,
my IVA form master, told us quite calmly to
get under our desks. And then the bombs
rained down right across the School and
bang across the town. One landed with a
shattering roar outside my classroom: the
floor seemed to heave, the walls shook, and
both we and our desks jumped. One boy
said ‘this beats Latin unseen’. I felt
something trickle down my face – panic! My
fingers came away – not blue blood, just ink!

We all thanked God for the 3ft thick walls of
those old School buildings: by a miracle the
bombs leap-frogged all the buildings,
missed the Abbey and nobody in School to
my knowledge had a scratch. The only
casualty was the 1st XI cricket square where a
bomb landed dead-centre, much to the fury
of Ted Freeman, the pro and groundsman.

Elsewhere in the town, however, it was a
much different story: considerable damage,
many injured and 18 killed.

Round about that time, Lord Haw-Haw on
German radio – ‘Germany calling, Germany
calling’ – claimed a successful raid on
Milborne Port with much damage to
shipping!

From John Strafford (d 44)

30th September 1940 – I remember it well as
I had only just gone to Sherborne a few days
before. I remember the few seconds of all-
embracing noise, dust and falling glass. I
was in Bensley’s class on the corner of the
School buildings, between the bombs.

From Ralph Hicks (g 44)

T H E B O M B I N G
O F S H E R B O R N E
30 SEPTEMBER 1940

Wartime Reminiscences
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Tucked away in the south-west
corner of the original cloisters is an
old classroom, totally separate

from all the rest: formerly AB Gourlay’s
classroom 18, this was converted in 1967
into a muniment room as a memorial to Sir
Eric Beckett (1896-1966), OS and
Governor. In the course of the conversion
the remains of Sherborne’s Saxon Abbey
or Cathedral were discovered in the south
wall of the room and, still visible today,
provide a tangible link between the
history of the Abbey and that of the
School.

The room is still used to store the School’s
historic collections. The cupboards
contain the School archive, though the
oldest documents were transferred in the
1990s to the Dorset History Centre. The
archive that remains at the School includes
material relating to the history of the
School and to Old Shirburnians, and also
to the history of Sherborne. There are
copies of The Shirburnian dating back to
1859 and of the Blue Book from 1892,
together with School scarves, caps and
boaters, and School cups and tankards.
There is material donated by Old
Shirburnians, including the manuscript of
Alec Waugh’s (a 15) The Loom of Youth,
and Peter Oliver’s (g 25) diary of his 1938
expedition to Mount Everest, together
with his ice axe. There is also a large
collection of prints and photographs of
the School and town, together with
material relating to local events, including
the Sherborne Pageant of 1905, the
bombing of Sherborne in 1940, the visit in
1950 of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth, and the filming in 1968 of
Goodbye, Mr Chips.

The walls are lined with the School’s
historic library, much of which has been at
the School since the seventeenth century
and includes the School’s earliest printed
book and its only item of incunabula, the
Opus Aureum Sancti Thome de Aquino
Super Quatuor Evangelia, printed in
Venice in 1493. One or two of the very
early books may well have found their way
into the School after the monastic library
ended with the Dissolution in 1539; and a
large number of books was purchased in
1687 when there was a major expansion of
the Library’s resources with a sum of nearly
£100 - twice the Headmaster’s annual
salary at that time!

Many of these lovely books had become
damaged as, for well over a century, they

T H E
B E C K E T T
R O O M

had remained on open shelves (older OS
may recall them located at the north end
of the Upper Library) accessible not only
to curious pupils but to potentially
disastrous depredation. So in November
2009, a team of volunteers from the
National Association of the Decorative
and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS) began
their training to help conserve the
collection. The books were removed and
numbered in sequence so that they could
be replaced in exactly their original
position. An average of five shelves per
session were cleaned using two
Conservacs to contain the mould spores:
masks and gloves had to be worn for
protection and, before replacing the
books, the shelves were also cleaned and
checked for damp ingress and the
presence of silver fish, weevils, etc.

Further training was given to the
volunteers in April 2010 to enable them to
set about repairing the books and, by the
time that Rachel Hassall, the newly
appointed Archivist arrived, this job was
well in hand. The Beckett Room now
looks clean and bright, and the collection
is in a vastly better condition than it had
been just over a year ago. The School is
greatly indebted to the band of NADFAS
volunteers who have given so willingly of
their time, and looks forward to working
closely with them again in the not too
distant future. �

RACHEL HASSALL AND JANET DEAN
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On September 1st 1859 one of
Britain’s top astronomers of the day,
while observing the sun through his

telescope using a filter, saw an immense flash
of light erupting from the sun’s surface.
Unbeknown to him that bright spot was a
huge cloud of plasma on its way in space to
the Earth. Brilliant Aurora hit the skies as far
south as the tropics, dawns arrived early,
telegraph operators received electric shocks
as solar induced currents surged through
networks. It was the earliest recorded large
solar storm to hit the Earth. If this were to
happen today, loss of power and energy
would be widespread, terrestrial and satellite
communications would be lost, radio
reduced to static, aircraft grounded and, with
our dependence on electric power, our way
of life would be severely affected.

Mervyn Ellison was appointed to Sherborne
School in 1933 as Senior Science Master
during the Headmastership of Ross Wallace.
His primary responsibility was as master in
charge of the Army and Navy class. This
became a more taxing position as the
Second World War drew near.

He was born into a clerical and astronomical
family at Fethard-on-Sea, County Wexford in
Ireland. His father, Canon WFA Ellison, was
Director of Armagh Observatory and was
renowned in both the UK and America for his
work and advice on building telescopes and
configuring their lenses, prisms and mirrors.

Mervyn’s great interest was Astronomy and
so, with the support of the Headmaster, he
started an Astronomy Group and
commenced building an observatory in the
School grounds, opposite the old music
school. A B Gourlay, in his book History of
Sherborne School, mentions the ‘Paddock’
and the ‘building of the residence for the
new Headmaster, with the sad loss of the
Observatory on this site’.

The observatory was erected in the years
1935 – 38 primarily for solar work. The dome
contained a 6-inch refractor and the adjacent
small buildings a spectrohelioscope. The
refractor, which was formerly mounted in the
East Tower of Armagh Observatory, had an
objective lens specially made by Cannon
Ellison, who considered it to be the most
perfect lens he had ever configured.

The telescope came over from Armagh
without its mounting, so this and the drive
and other mechanisms had to be
constructed at the School. The mounting was
put together over a few months in the School
engineering workshop with the help of Bert
Ridout, the workshops officer, and, with the
exception of two castings, was built entirely
from scrap metal.

The Astronomical Society had its inaugural
meeting in February 1936. The response,
which was reported in the ‘Shirburnian’ as
being so large at over 100 boys as to cause
the Society no little embarrassment with its
sparse equipment and facilities.

Come wartime, a spotters club was started to
keep up with the moving planes. The
‘Shirburnian’ reported that ‘we are still in our
infancy. However, one day in the near future
a Spitfire will not be just a Spitfire, but a
Spitfire Mark V’.

From 1944 to the end of the war Ellison was
appointed as Scientific Advisor to the
Admiralty in the Operational Research Group
under Professor Blackett. When he returned
to Sherborne after the war, a very high
sunspot maximum in the Sun’s eleven year
cycle was in progress. He had fitted a
spectrograph to the spectrohelioscope
which could be switched to the optical train
whenever the sun’s chromospheric activity
was located.

On the afternoon of July 25th 1946 Mervyn
was in the observatory, looking after his
eldest daughter aged 10, when at 1615 hrs
he observed the commencement of the
‘Great Flare’. The peak intensity of the flare
occurred at 1627 with a huge radiation burst
of helium. He realised very quickly that this
immense activity on the sun and the
implications of this flare were important to
many around the world, and it was

imperative to alert them early. Not wishing to
leave the observatory at this historic time, he
hurriedly wrote a telegram warning those
that needed to know, and sent his daughter
up to the General Post Office in Cheap
Street to send it off.

The work of Ellison at the Sherborne
Observatory improving the development
curves of solar flares for comparison with
sudden ionospheric disturbances,
geomagnetic crotchets, solar radio noise and
bursts of cosmic radiation has been essential
to NASA planning and safe space travel
today. He left Sherborne in 1947 and was
appointed to the Royal Observatory
Edinburgh as Senior Scientific Officer and
then in 1958 to Dublin as Professor of
Astronomy at Dunsink Observatory, and the
School of Cosmic Physics. He was Chairman
of the IGY Committee in 1952 and appointed
to chair the committee for the International
Year of the Quiet Sun for 1964. He published
many technical papers on his work at the
Sherborne School observatory and these are
well documented. In recognition of his work
a crater on the moon is named after him.

Bill Ellison is currently researching the ‘Ellison
Family Astronomy Story’. There were four
Fellows of the Royal Astronomical Society in
the family and the Sherborne School
Observatory was a very important part of that
story. He would like to hear from any OS who
was taught by Mervyn Ellison and used the
Observatory during those years. �

TH E SH E R B ORN E
O B S E RVATORY AND TH E
GR EAT SO LAR F LA R E O F

2 5 J U LY 1 9 4 6

BILL ELLISON (d 56)



MONDAY 23 JANUARY Showers started,
got up at 7.15. Moved down one French set,
same maths and same science. Did not play
games, exercised along the Yeo and down
Long Street. Gentle G as usual first period,
sat in usual place. Hall from 7 – 8.45. Not so
cold.

WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY No showers
again because of the weather, not for our
benefit. Went into town at 12.30 to Mrs
Roberts (junk shop in Hound Street).

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY Exercised along the
slopes and by the station. Chapel seating
plan went up, I am in pew 6. Musical Society
in the evening. Still quite cold. Snow
forecast.

WEDNESDAY 1 FEBRUARY VERY RAINY
DAY, NO GROUND ALLOWED, NO
EXERCISE, SHOOTING PRACTICE, I GOT A
ONE INCH GROUPING. NINIS GAVE ALL
OUR TABLE A 3 DAYS CALLING BECAUSE
ONE CHAP DIDN’T HAVE ANY BUTTER, WE
ALL APPEALED MOSTLY TO THOMPO AND
GOT CLEAN AWAY WITH IT, MUCH TO THE
PREFECTS’ ANNOYANCE.

FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY Got clean and new
corps kit, top far too big and trousers too
small. Corps in the afternoon, drill under
Crease and aiming. Arthur, the school
cleaner, gave me about 60 sheets of
foolscap.

SATURDAY 4 MARCH Watched Dorset v
Devon hockey. Musical Society practice at
5.15. Concert at 8 pm. The Blech String
Quartet and Frederick Thurston clarinet, v
good.

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH Cert A Part 1.
Some of it was quite easy and some very
difficult, I was free by lunch time. We all
passed. Folk dancing at 2.10 in the Music
School. Mass in B Minor was performed in
the Abbey, it came off very well.

SATURDAY 25 MARCH WON 2/- ON THE
GRAND NATIONAL SWEEPSTAKE. WENT
TO ORNITHOLOGICAL MEETING WITH
PARDOE, SOME GOOD FILMS.

SUNDAY 26 MARCH Exercise in
Honeycombe Woods, picked primroses for
the study. Went to the music club concert.
Quite good but not so good as last time.

FRIDAY 12 MAY Whole afternoon spent
rehearsing Sherborne Story.

SATURDAY 13 MAY Had to score for League
B from 2.30 to 4.00 then watched the match
against the Town till 4.30. Rehearsal for the
King’s visit in the evening.

SUNDAY 14 MAY No exercise. Rehearsal for
Sherborne Story until 4.15.

Tuesday 16 May PT competition, Harper
House 1st, Abbey House 2nd, and Westcott
House 3rd. Sherborne Story rehearsal
after PT.

THURSDAY 18 MAY (ASCENSION DAY)
Service at 11.15 then no more work except
Halls. Went on the bus to Lulworth Cove,
very nice little place. Took a boat out with
Arthur (my twin brother) and Rydon, bathed
and had great fun. Got back at 6.30.

THURSDAY 1 JUNE THE ROYAL VISIT,
LOVELY DAY, VERY HOT. TOOK SOME
PICTURES OF THE SCENES. THE KING AND
QUEEN WERE BOTH IN A VERY GOOD
MOOD AND POSED FOR SOME BOYS TO
TAKE PHOTOS WHEN THEY CAME OUT OF
THE BIG SCHOOL AFTER LUNCH.

E X T RACT S F ROM TH E 1 9 5 0
D I A RY O F M I CHA E L DAV I S ( h 5 2 )
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TUESDAY 6 JUNE Performance of
Sherborne Story for the various schools in
the town. Did 25 mins work for Blandford-
Newson.

FRIDAY 9 JUNE Two performances of
Sherborne Story.

SATURDAY 10 JUNE Service in the Abbey
at 10am, 24 priests, 3 bishops and 1
archbishop. Last performance of
Sherborne Story. Fireworks in the evening
were extremely good.

TUESDAY 13 JUNE Helped dismantle the
switchboard for the Sherborne Story
lighting instead of watching cricket. A large
trailer pushed by one lorry and pulled by
three weighing 106 tons got stuck by the
level crossing because it just sank into the
road 2 feet deep.

THURSDAY 22 JUNE General Inspection,
General Templer inspected us, he asked me
what I was going to do when I left school
and how long I had been in the Corps. He
gave us a lecture on National Service, he
talked the most utter drivel and seemed to
be Labour. Afternoon exercise cancelled
because of rain, classroom corps.
Sherborne Story party in Coombes great
fun.

FRIDAY 30 JUNE Finished my roulette
wheel with the help of Humphrey, went
down to the Pageant Gardens, got a table
booked there for the side show. They had
good bumper cars there, a complete fair.

SATURDAY 1 JULY MY SIDE SHOW WAS
STOPPED BY THE POLICE AT THE
CONSERVATIVE FETE. WE HAD MADE
25/- ANDWOULD PROBABLY HAVE MADE
£5 AS IT WAS ONLY JUST BEFORE FOUR.

THURSDAY 20 JULY Went into the town,
watched the sports. Mrs Currie had a
daughter.

FRIDAY 21 JULY Half hol in aid of Currie’s
daughter.

SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER Scripture with
Uncs. Exercise by the station and went
round the gas works. Bike inspection.
Musical Society after chapel, we are doing
Mozart’s Requiem.

MONDAY 25 SEPTEMBER PLAYED A
GAME OF RUGGER, NOT A BAD GAME
BUT I WOULD RATHER NOT PLAY AT ALL.

THURSDAY 28 SEPTEMBER No half hol
today because Chief is to be installed as
Dean of Exeter tomorrow and some boys
and masters are going. Corps in the
afternoon, Sgt Davies C B O is the Pl Sgt.

THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER Field Day. We
got up in denims and the bus left for
Bovington at about 9.30. We arrived there
about 10.45. We were in defence; we had
to cross a bog during the day 2 or 3 times
going in sometimes up to our knees. It was
jolly good fun. We had 3 encounters and I
fired about 25 blanks.

SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER Watched the
match against Richmond A, we won. Horn
tried to get me beaten for having a comic
but did not succeed. Film in the evening,
The Way to the Stars, a good film but I did
not like it much.

WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER Went to the
Dr about my back, he said it was a strained
muscle. Watched the masters v 1st XV
soccer match. First full performance of
Busman’s Holiday.

FRIDAY 15 DECEMBER Woke up to a
world of snow, it was about 6 – 8 inches
deep. Exercised with Sharpe as we were
both off exercise, the rest of the house went
down to No 10 ground to try to clear the
snow but decided it was not worth it.
Sharpe and I tobogganed. Harper House
had caught the ‘squitters’ and D&V.

SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER Went
tobogganing up West Hill with Lewis, jolly
good fun, we had 3 on it and went quite
fast. House supper at 7 pm very good, also
Busman’s Holiday.

MONDAY 18 DECEMBER Chapel at 9.15,
first period 9.30. Mussoc practice during
second period. Bought a watch off Stevens
for 3/- and sold it to Cheeseman for 5/-.

E M A I L
A D D R E S S E S

We currently hold around 2,000 OS email
addresses on the database as opposed to the
6,500 postal addresses. We would greatly
appreciate it if any of you with an email
address that we may not have, or if the
address we have is possibly incorrect, would
contact us on oss@sherborne.org so that we
can add it to your record. We would be
enormously grateful as we find that,
regardless of where you are geographically,
email enables us to keep in touch.

M I S S I N G L I S T
The list of missing OS is published on the
website. Hard copy is available from the OSS
office on request.

1 9 9 8 D ATA
P R O T E C T I O N

A C T
Please refer to

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

Westcott House



F E B A S CHOO L
I N LU SAKA

In mid-October, 13 boys, Jamie Clark (from the Art
Department) and I headed off to Zambia to revisit
the Feba School in Lusaka. The plan was to create

a mural that Jamie had beautifully designed,
incorporating images of Africa and Dorset as a lasting
memory of the connection between our two
communities.

This charity link was set up in memory of Rati Moyo, a
delightful Lyon boy (2002-2007) who died in 2008
whilst on his gap year. He and his mother (who set up
the school but also tragically died in 2009) are buried
in the fields surrounding the school which is run by an
aunt of Rati’s. Over the period of 18 months from
2008 to the present day, some £30,000 has been
raised by the boys of Lyon House to fund the building
of classrooms, the provision of electricity and clean
water, and a large amount of technical help and moral
support both through Sherborne and independently.
Last year a group of Upper 6th form boys visited to
help complete the building works and this year we
returned on what is likely to be our last visit for the
foreseeable future.

Between us we had the capacity to carry just over 100
kilos of books, toys and children’s’ clothes for this
impoverished community. � GUY BRIÈRE-EDNEY

QU I NQUAG E S IMA L R EUN I ON

30th September 2010 was the date set to commemorate the bombing of Sherborne
seventy years ago and we were joined by 139 Old Shirburnians and their guests to
mark the occasion.

The day began early for two particular
OS, John Harrington (g 44) and David
Anderson (g 44) who were interviewed by
Radio Solent in The Courts at 7.30am to
give their recollections of the bombing
back in 1940 when they were young boys
at the School.

Other guests began arriving for
registration and coffee in the Dining Hall
from about 10.15am and proceeded from
there to the Powell Theatre where they
were treated to three excellent
presentations from six 6th Form History
pupils.

There followed a lively discussion when
many OS asked questions and indeed
gave answers in the form of their own
recollections.

The boys had put together a fine display of
documents and photographs which were
on view over drinks after the presentation.

A most delicious lunch was much enjoyed
by all, after which Stanley Johnson (g 58)
and Lance Percival (a 51) both gave
entertaining speeches.

At 2.30pm our guests proceeded to the
Chapel for a Service of Thanksgiving and
Remembrance, after which they were
given tours of the new Music School,
before gathering in The Courts for a
Commemoration Event.

They were joined by the boys, plus
children from the Prep School, to listen to
an account given by the History
Department of that fateful day in 1940
when 18 people were killed in the town:
these were named in prayers led by the
Chaplain. Guests were then treated to a
display of special effects, beginning with
an air-raid siren, followed by the drone of
bombers approaching until, when the
sound appeared to be overhead, the eerie
whistle of bombs falling was heard
followed by simulated explosions in the
area in front of School House.

Guests were then treated to tea before
making their way home, all having spent a
most memorable and enjoyable day back
in Sherborne. �

JANET DEAN
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R E U N I O N S
1960s

The 1960 year-group celebrated their 50th year since leaving Sherborne
with a dinner in the atmospheric setting of the Old School Room. The
mood was convivial from the start, no doubt boosted by many having

been on The Upper to watch the XV beat Radley. We seemed to reach a late
hour extremely quickly – always a sure sign of agreeable company. It was an
evening with a happy mix of reminiscence and future hopes.

1970s

Is it really 40 years since my year group left Sherborne? It was a great excuse
to have a party anyway. The Upper Pavilion provides a great setting for this
kind of thing and we had a great evening catching up on news, some of

which covered the entire 40 year span as some guests were paying their first visit
back to Sherborne since leaving.

1990s

Twenty years can pass like a shot and I think that the 1990 year group were
surprised at how quickly those years had passed since leaving
Sherborne. The landmark certainly called for a celebration and in May a

great turnout met up at Soho’s Groucho Club. As ever, I was fascinated both by
the diversity of careers that they had followed and how, despite this, their
common bond had them talking and joking for hours as if they had seen each
other every day for the last 20 years. A truly happy occasion! �

O S C H A R T E R E D S U R V E Y O R S D I N N E R

1960s

1990s

M E D I A
L U N C H

Peter Moeller (a 55) and
Tim Heald (g 62) came up
with the idea for a Media

Lunch in 2002. I think that even
the meanest bookmaker in
those days would have offered
very long odds about us having
a full house at the Groucho for
the ninth consecutive renewal
in 2010. But come 28th
October 2010 the OS media
community enjoyed yet
another memorable lunch
upstairs in the Gennaro Room.
As ever, the cross-section of
professions, with the blend of
young and not-so-young,
ensured varied and interesting
company. Roll on 2011 and the
10th OS Media Lunch. �

F O S S L U N C H

It is always nice to see past parents back at
Sherborne and the OSS was delighted to
host once more the FOSS (Friends of

Sherborne School) Lunch traditionally held on
the Saturday of the last home game of the
season. Seventy of us sat down for lunch in the
dining room annexe. As ever, a fun day! �

Michael Slade (c 65) hosted a dinner for all OS Chartered Surveyors
at the Royal Thames Yacht Club on 7th October. It provided a
great opportunity for the OSCS to meet Chris and Innes Davis and

to hear of the Headmaster’s hopes and plans for Sherborne in the coming
years. As usual the RTYC provided a special setting which was further
enhanced by Helical Bar’s kind sponsorship of the wine. Once more, the
OSS are indebted to Sophie Hammond at Helical Bar – without her brilliant
organisation, this happy celebration could not have taken place. �

O S C R O S S -
C O U N T R Y D I N N E R

For several years the School has kindly invited an
OS cross-country team to compete as guests at
the inter-schools Sherborne Trophy held in the

park of Sherborne Castle. The OS team traditionally
invite the senior School team to dinner afterwards. This
enables the OS runners to get to know those who may
form part of future OS teams and is also an excellent
opportunity for the boys to learn of the fun to be had
in continuing their running after leaving School. �



G U E R N S E Y

In May, Rupert (m 78) and Rosie Dorey
kindly hosted a reception for OS, past
and current parents at their beautiful

home in Guernsey. It was a pleasure to see so
many familiar friends and also several new
ones. Short speeches by the Headmaster,
Simon Eliot, the Headmistress of Sherborne

Girls, Jenny Dwyer, and OSS President,
Charles Collingwood, gave an updated
insight into Sherborne life in 2010. The OSS
are always amazed at the wonderful
hospitality that we receive on our visits away
from Dorset, and Rupert and Rosie certainly
are fantastic hosts. �

O S D AY

OS day on 22nd May was to be Simon
Eliot’s last one as Headmaster. What
could be more appropriate than inviting

as guests all the OS who were boys at the School
during Simon and Olivia’s ten year stewardship?
Despite several of the more recent leavers being
committed to university exams, we had an
excellent response and together with the usual
gathering of slightly older OS, we sat nearly 400
OS and guests down in a marquee on The Upper
for another one of Adrian Williams’ and his team’s
famous lunches. This had been preceded by a
great turnout at the morning chapel service.
James Clarke, the Acting Chaplain, followed in his
predecessors’ footsteps by conducting a service
which combined light-heartedness with serious
reflection. James is leaving Sherborne for new
challenges and this is an appropriate space to
thank him on behalf of the OSS for all his support.

Lunch was followed by speeches with Charles
Collingwood and Stanley Johnson, the outgoing
and incoming OS Presidents, and the Headmaster
entertaining us all. �

S H E R B O R N E T R O P H Y

OS Cross-Country again entered a team for a run on the
gruelling course from Sherborne Castle around its estate. The
route, especially Jerusalem Hill, never fails to remind you that

a diet of croissants and lattés is not the way to a healthy body. After
the race and the essential medals, we had a wonderful dinner laid on
for us in the OSR, where we were joined by current School runners and
staff. Overall it was an excellent day and I would fully recommend it to
any OS who want a bit of exercise and a free dinner. Next race: 5th
February 2011 - contact edpittford@gmail.com �

T U T O R L I N K
H Y D E PA R K R E L A Y S

Anew addition to our race calendar, the Tutorlink Hyde Park
Relays in London showed a strong performance from
Sherborne. The team came 50th out of over 100 teams, not

bad seeing as our hybrid team included girlfriends as well as the
customary OS competitors. A free dinner and a party at the Imperial
College Union followed the race; so a great event for the younger
crowd and those still young at heart! Next race: 26th February 2011 -
contact edpittford@gmail.com �

TW I C K E N H A M

The OSS was pleased to co-host, along with Sherborne Sport,
an event at Twickenham for the England v Samoa game in
November. Thanks to Charles Allen (a 90), we not only had a

block of prime seats inside the stadium, but were also able to enjoy
a great party in the car park prior to the game. We are hopeful that
this will become a regular event on the calendar. �

O S C I T Y D I N N E R

T
he biennial OS City Dinner was held in November at

the City of London Club in the heart of London’s square

mile. It was a great opportunity for a particularly busy

group of OS to meet Chris and Innes Davis and also to hear

from OS President, Stanley Johnson. �

STOP PRESS! – FOUND AFTER OS DAY - ONE PAIR OF BINOCULARS. PLEASE CONTACT THE OS OFFICE IF YOURS!

E V E N T S
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O S P U B L I C AT I O N S

BEN CARVER (g 59)
The Merchant Navy: Ships and Trains
in World War II
ISBN: 978-1-900467-40-7

KIT GLAISYER (e 90)
Portrait of the Artist –
25 Bridport Painters & Sculptors
ISBN 978-0-9560090-3
Published by Richmond House

PADDY HEAZELL (d 54)
Orford Ness: Most Secret
ISBN 9780752457413
© The National Trust

MARTIN KITCHEN (a 54)
Rommel’s Desert War
Waging World War II in North Africa,
1941-1943
ISBN: 978-0-5215-0971-8

MARTIN KITCHEN (a 54)
The Third Reich: Charisma
and Community
ISBN: 978-1-4058-0169-0

KEITH McDOUGALL (d 52)
A Special Kind of Light
Published by Roseworld Productions

ROBERT W RENTOUL (g 48)
Ferenczi’s Language of Tenderness
Working with Disturbances from the
Earliest Years
Published by Jason Aronson
ISBN 13 : 9780765707574

LAWRENCE SAIL (c 61)
Sift
Memories of childhood
Impress Books, September 2010

LAWRENCE SAIL (c 61)
Songs of the Darkness
Poems for Christmas
Enitharmon, October 2010

LAWRENCE SAIL (c 61)
Waking Dreams
New and Selected Poems
Bloodaxe Books, October 2010

HEW STEVENSON (d 57)
Jobs for the Boys
Published by Dove Books

RALPH THORPE (h 60)
The Soul of Shakespeare
Published by Lulu.com

RALPH THORPE (h 60)
A Golden Century in English Poetry
Published by Lulu.com

MICHAEL WRIGHT (b 84)
Je t’aime à La Folie
ISBN: 9780593059951
© Bantam Paperbacks

F U T U R E E V E N T S
January 29th 2000 Yeargroup Reunion, Coopers Arms, Flood Street SW3
March 19th Pilgrims Dinner, Sherborne
May 4th Jersey Reception, Longueville Manor Hotel
May 20th Lyon House Centenary Dinner
MAY 21ST OS DAY, SHERBORNE
September 1981 Yeargroup Reunion
October Media Lunch, London
November FOSS Lunch
Autumn 50, 10 and 5 Year Reunions
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LIVING THE DREAM

Charles York Miller (f 86) runs a
real estate business in Jarnac, the
home of Courvoisier in the heart
of Cognac country (the sunniest region in France
after the Côte d’Azur).

If any OS are considering either a permanent
move to the Charente or buying a holiday home
here, please contact Charles to find out how
he can help with the entire process.
Accommodation etc, can be arranged for house-
hunting trips.

E. charles@charente-immobilier.com
W. www.charente-immobilier.com

ADVENTUROUS APPETITES LTD

Jock Fraser (c 94) runs a tourist service
in Madrid taking people off the tourist
track to experience the authentic
‘Madrileño’ ambience.

Adventurous Appetites will take you to
sample traditional Spanish cuisine in some of the
hidden corners of central Madrid, helping with
language difficulties, advising on local specialities
and imparting interesting local facts about the
tradition, history and myths of Madrid.

T. 0034 639 331 073
E. tours@adventurousappetites.com
W. www.adventurousappetites.com

PETER CRAFT (b 53)
TOASTMASTER
Peter, a Fellow and President of The
National Association of Toastmasters,
has gained an excellent reputation not
only for his very warm personality and
wide experience but for his true
professionalism. No matter what the
occasion, his main objective is to ensure it runs
smoothly, keeps to the planned times and making
all required announcements. Strong liaison with all
key personnel and keeping everyone informed are
all part of Peter’s natural ability to help make any
event a memorable occasion.

CAROLINE HARDEN
Family History Research

A wonderful present –
Caroline Harden has
both the experience
and the software to
compile your family
tree. If you would like
further details, please
do not hesitate to
contact her on:

T. 01300 345275
E. caroline.harden@btopenworld.com

SKI INSTRUCTION
IN COURCHEVEL

Rob Sewell (g 72) has been living
in the French Alps near
Courchevel for twenty years. He is
an internationally qualified and
much respected ski instructor who
would be very happy to ski with or
simply meet up with any OS who
may be taking their winter holidays in the area.
Contact him on:

T. 0033 610144762
E.rob.sewell@orange.fr
W. www.skilessonscourchevel.net

CAMPSITE

Charles Leach (h 79)

I have opened a campsite on our farm situated
beside the Chilterns.

Discounts to Shirburnians on recital of School
Song!

W. www.townfarmcamping.co.uk

EL CARACOL

Situated less than
an hour by car
from Madrid
Airport, in the
heart of the
National Park of
the Sierra de
Guadarrama, is this six-bedroom rural retreat,
sleeping up to thirteen guests.

It is known affectionately by the village locals as El
Caracol (The Snail), thanks to its unique rounded
design by the famous Spanish architect Curro
Inza. This spacious stone residence offers
spectacular views of the highest peaks of the
mountain range as well as access to the river
Lozoya that runs behind the estate’s seven acres.

For further information, please visit the website or
contact Mrs Stephanie Sanchez de Muniain in the
Foundation Office:

E. ssanchez@sherborne.org
W. www.elcaracol.co.uk

VISUAL ART TRADER

Are offering one year’s free membership for artists (normally £100 pa), always free for art collectors and
enthusiasts. VAT has pioneered the term ‘Democratic Art Communities’. If anyone wants to know more
about VAT in general or specifically about Democratic Art Communities they can contact Chris Grant-
Peterkin (h 1995) via the website and he will send them a copy of their manifesto.

W. www.visualarttrader.co.uk

‘Talkative Tamworth or Hairy
Highland’ - artist Richard Bramble (h
86) has just launched his cow and pig
ranges

in ceramics, textiles, tablemats and boards. These can be seen at his Borough
Market stall in London, his Sherborne working studios or his website. 15%
off for all OS and family, just quote code: OS10 when ordering. All ceramics
can be personalised by the artist making unique gifts.

E. info@richardbramble.co.uk W. www.richardbramble.co.uk

ED PITT FORD (m 05) and LEO DE WATTS (a 06) have started Tutorlink.org.uk , a search engine for
private tutors throughout the UK. Its clean and simple design makes it easy to find the right tutor with the
right skills. To search for, and contact a tutor, is free of charge. There is an option to tick if the tutee is under
the age of 18 to ensure that only tutors with current Enhanced CRB checks are displayed. For those wishing
to advertise their skills as a tutor, there is a small monthly fee.

S M A L L A D S

T. 01963 370604 E. petercraft@btinternet.com
W. www.petercraft.co.uk
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It remains a poor return that from the
playing fields of Sherborne there have
been but two Test cricketers: A W Carr

between the wars, and David Sheppard in
the Fifties and Sixties. Both captained
England, both were batsmen but the
similarities thereafter are hard to find – one
a roistering troublemaker, the other a
distinguished cleric with a fiery social
conscience.

While I am not going to make any claims
that a Shirburnian will pull on a sweater
emblazoned with three lions in the near
future, it has been so encouraging to see the
progress of Jimmy Adams (c 99) in
Hampshire’s colours these past few years.
The reinvention of Adams as a batsman with
dashing blade, as well as attritional
accumulator when the situation demands,
has been a lesson in dedication and
resilience.

I watched enthralled as Hampshire won the
Twenty20 competition at their own Rose
Bowl ground in August and enjoyed
Adams’s cameo of 34 (no mean score in this
truncated format), cementing his position as
the tournament’s leading run scorer for the
season, that helped his Royals side to a
narrow victory over Somerset in the final. He
is currently part of England’s Performance
Squad and is this winter in New Zealand
playing domestic cricket for the Auckland
Aces. Now aged 30, he recently signed a
three-year deal with Hampshire, with whom
he has been all of his career. Who knows if
further national recognition will come, but
he is a substantial figure in county cricket

now and acknowledged as such by
Hampshire’s manager, Giles White, who
described him as ‘such a big part of the
team’s success in 2010’. He is also a fine
sportsman in the best sense, as any of his
Sherborne coaches from Mike Nurton to
Alan Willows will attest – and all Pilgrims are
delighted to see how he has progressed.

Not all Pilgrims or indeed present
Shirburnians will aspire to achieve in the
manner that Adams has done, but the
manner in which he has done is a yardstick
by which any Pilgrim would be happy to be
judged. Again in large numbers this year the
Club has put out teams across a range of
sports, with a fine spread of ages and
continued emphasis on recent leavers.

The Cricketer Cup side started well with a
close win over Radley Rangers but subsided
rather less comfortably in the second round
to Marlborough Blues. Pete Langly-Smith
continues his fine stewardship of Pilgrims
cricket with some fine performances over
the summer. The rugby side is now under
the managership of James Moubray, after
Nick Cook and George Bramble had to step
away because of work commitments. Jimmy
McKillop remains the pilot of the hockey
side which seems to swell in participant
numbers every year.

But whether you want to play one of the
above sports, or indulge in fives, soccer,
squash, tennis or cross country, there will be
a welcome at the Pilgrims. Full details of
fixtures and sport managers can be
found on the Club website,
www.sherbornepilgrims.co.uk, or with the
Hon Secretary, Ed Lyons (details opposite).

The departure of Simon Eliot from the
Headmaster’s chair should not go
unremarked by the Club, either. For the past
decade Simon has been a great supporter of
the School’s sport and of the Pilgrims,
among many other things in his outstanding
tenure, for which we are all grateful. I recall
boundary conversations with him at Pilgrims
matches when he had every right to be
putting his feet up in Abbey Grange; as
always, calm and knowledgeable. His input
on the sporting side was hugely valuable
and will benefit the Club for years to come.
To close with the usual refrain: you do not
have to be a Pilgrim to play for the Club – if
you are an OS, you will always be welcome
to participate. Please get in touch with the
Club’s Hon Secretary, Ed Lyons, at
ed@lyonsrounsfell.co.uk The Club’s future
rests in the hands of those who have recently
left – whether high or moderate sporting
achievers at the School, the door is open. �

ROBERT HANDS (b 92)

These are the people to contact in the
first instance regarding the individual
Pilgrims sports. Some sports have
match managers for individual games
or events, but overall responsibility
rests with the following:

HON SECRETARY
Ed Lyons, 01934 853520 (H)
E. ed@lyonsrounsfell.co.uk

CRICKET
Peter Langly-Smith
M. 07920 723654
E. peter.langly-smith@prupim.com

CROSS COUNTRY
Ed Pitt Ford
M. 07769 773368
E. ed@tutorlink.org.uk

FIVES
David Kirk
M. 07772 08781
E. kirkmonkey@hotmail.co.uk

HOCKEY
Jimmy McKillop
M. 07899 075338
E. jmckillop@savills.com

RUGBY
James Moubray
M. 07879 047716
E. moubrayjaj@gmail.com

SOCCER
Christian Maclaren
M. 07747 868678
E. maclarenchristian@yahoo.com

SQUASH AND TENNIS
Nick Lamb
M. 07720 772138
E. nickmlamb@yahoo.co.uk

P I L G R I M S
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G O L F

We beat Stonyhurst quite comfortably in
the first round of the Halford Hewitt at
Sandwich, but did not play well enough to
beat Marlborough the next day. Although
Cheltenham were too good for us in the
first round of the G L Mellin Salver, we
fared better in the Plate with a good win
against Bedford. However, Haileybury
proved to be too big a hurdle in the next
round.

Once again, we qualified well in the
Grafton Morrish in May, but drew the
holders, George Heriot’s, in the first round
of the match play stage in early October.
Having been knocked out, we did better
by qualifying for the plate event with a
good gross stableford score. This brought
the side up against Whitgift in the semi-
finals and we came second.

The Society played 24 matches during the
year: winning 11, losing 11; and halving 2.
There was a re-arrangement of the
meetings, with the old ‘spring’ meeting
being played at The Berkshire in late June;
the match against the School and Staff not
being played on the Sunday afternoon of
the Sherborne meeting due to exam
pressures, but played in early September;
and the autumn meeting at Rye becoming
a single day to help with cost and time
pressures.

The winners of the major prizes at the
meetings were: Sherborne – Michael
Farley, Stephen Rees-Williams and Dick
Draper; The Berkshire – Jos Pralle, Toby
Couzens, Pat Farmer, Mike Prager, John
Shaw, Martin Macpherson and Jonathan
Godfrey; Rye – Gavin Webb-Wilson, Orme
Webster-Smith, John Youngman, Henry
Schreier and Nick Chamberlin.

At the AGM in June, Tony Steele-Perkins
was elected Captain, with Andrew Rose
and Nigel Whalley as Vice-Captains.

It is sad to report that John Beer, the last
of the founding members of the Society in
1929, died in mid October just four weeks
before his 100th birthday. John had an
active role in the Society for many years:
playing in the Halford Hewitt 27 times and
later being non-playing Captain for seven
years; and competing in the G L Mellin 19
times before becoming the manager for
14 years. He was also a great supporter of
the ordinary matches, and very keen to
help and advise the younger members.

The Society was very pleased to welcome
a number of new members over the last
year. It is hoped that this trend will
continue as there is a lot to offer OS
golfers on a number of excellent courses.
There are subsidies in place for a member
up to the age of 32. The Hon. Secretary,
Howard Gill, can supply full details to
anyone who is interested. E.
howard.gill@forsters.co.uk M. 07788
628678

Finally, you might be interested in a new
quarterly golfing magazine. No
advertisements or tips telling you how to
improve your game – just a number of
superb articles on known and not so well
known events. This is a really good read
and wonderful value. Please contact me if
you would like more details. �

HOWARD GILL (f 81)

The 2010 tournament season started with our annual visit to Burnham and Berrow for
the Brent Knoll. We were beaten by the Leatherjackets in the first round of the
Bowl; but had a good win in the Plate against Clifton, before losing to Blundell’s the

next morning.

OLD SHIRBURNIAN
GOLFING SOCIETY
THERE MUST BE MANY OS
GOLFERS WHO ARE NOT

MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, AND
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS

THEM.

AS A MEMBER YOU WOULD VERY
SOON MAKE A LOT OF NEW

GOLFING FRIENDS. THE SOCIETY
HAS MEMBERS WITH HANDICAPS
RANGING FROM SCRATCH TO 24+,
WITH SUITABLE GOLF FOR ALL

STANDARDS.

THE BEST WAY TO FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT THE SOCIETY IS TO
CONTACT THE HON. SECRETARY,
HOWARD GILL, WHO WILL GIVE
YOU DETAILS OF THE FIXTURES,
AND THE SUBSIDIES THAT MAKE
A DAY’S GOLF CONSIDERABLY
CHEAPER FOR YOUNGER

MEMBERS.

E. hfgill@forsters.co.uk
M. 07788 628678
www.osgs.org

O S S A I L I N G
S O C I E T Y

It has been a year of change and sadness
at the Old Shirburnian Sailing Society.
The change is that Nick Ware (e 85) has

moved from Commodore to President, after
many years of running things, and I have
taken over as Commodore.

The sadness is that Bob Macdonald (h 53),
who had been both Commodore and
President and a beacon of knowledge and
kindness to generations of OS sailors, died
in October from a heart attack on his boat,
Riobamba. Many OS were present at his
funeral at Windlesham Parish Church where
Nick Ware, amongst others, made an
excellent and moving address.

We had the usual mixture of cruising and
racing events during the year. Some of us
made it to St Vaast, the pretty fishing town
on the east side of the Cherbourg
peninsular, for the late May Bank Holiday
weekend where not only were we royally
entertained by John Thornback but also by
Simon Leney (c 70) who has a lovely house
there. We ate well, stocked up with wine
and other goodies from Monsieur Gosselin
and weaved our way back across the
Channel.

The Midsummer Madness took a good
selection of boats to Poole where we were
entertained by Nick Ware on board Chindit
before dining exceedingly well at the Lake
Yard restaurant. We had superb sailing both
there and back which is unusual! This has
become a popular fixture due to Peter
Innes-Ker’s (a 66) enthusiasm. On the way
back we celebrated Bob Macdonald’s 75th
birthday in Cowes.

The Stanger-Leathes trophy, sailed at
Sutton Bingham, was won by the OS and
the Andrew Yorke weekend took place over
an exeat in October. There were only
enough boys to fill Harrac
www.classicyawl.co.uk so next year we plan
to make it a non exeat week-end! We did
though have an excellent sail to Poole on a
gorgeous Saturday and a rather windier sail
back on the Sunday. We had a superb meal
at Italian Gossip right by the Marina.
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The match racing for the Arrow trophy in
October was well attended. A young team
led by Rob Gosling (a 01) put up an
excellent performance against some fairly
‘professional’ crews and we did not
disgrace ourselves finishing 9th out of 24.
The support team of Nick Ware, John
Thornback, Bob Macdonald (his last outing),
Peter Innes-Ker, Angus Cater and Caroline
Foot either helped with the race officer
duties (the Sunday) or the drinking duties
(all weekend). We enjoyed a very good
dinner at the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club.
Lots of pictures can be seen at
https://sites.google.com/site/ossssite, our
new website which is under development
Many thanks to all those who organised
events during the year.

2011 FIXTURES
11 January

Winter Get-Together at Champers
restaurant: 2-course dinner preceded by

a drinks reception.

5 March
Stanger Leathes Trophy at Sutton Bingham
followed by a curry supper at Sherborne.

27-30 May
St Vaast Cruise. Leave Thursday night.

11-12 June
Midsummer Madness at Beaulieu.

Non-stop partying. We want to fill our
boats with young OS.

18 June
Stanger Leathes Trophy at

Sutton Bingham.

17 September
Southampton Boat Show drinks

1/2 October
Andrew Yorke weekend cruise for

boys at Sherborne.

8/9 October
The Arrow Trophy against many other

major schools.

Any OS who would like to attend any of
these events or join the Old Shirburnian
Sailing Society please contact
angus.cater@sfs-group.co.uk

We are looking for new members who are
either active dinghy or keelboat sailors
(racing or cruising) who may have their own
boat or perhaps just wish to crew with
friendly souls on somebody else’s boat. In
particular, any ladies from Sherborne Girls
who are looking for a sailing home would be
very welcome. We have more than a few
members who require a good woman who
can cook a beef casserole whilst beating to
windward in a Force 6! �

ANGUS CATER (c 70)

B I R T H S
To Olivia and Nick CRACKNELL (m 96) a daughter, Ophelia Bo, born 4 September 2010

To Charles DIEHL (c 76) a son, Jack, born 12 August 2010

To Edward GALLIA (h 89) a daughter, Lucy, born in November 2009

To Jessica and Christopher GRANT-PETERKIN (h 95)
a daughter, Rosie, born 1st November 2010

To Georgina and John GUY (m 93) a son, Charles William Daniel, born 19 June 2010

To Lisa and James HIGHAM (m 94) a son, Ben, born 11 September 2010

To Alice and William McNEILL (a 98) a daughter, Madeleine Aurora Genevieve,
born 1 September 2010 – a sister for Benedict Francis, born 4 June 2009

To Liz and Joff POWIS (g 92) a son, Charlie, born in July 2010

To Claire and George RICHARDS (g 00) a son, Wilfred George Francis, born 9 June 2010

To Naomi and Pete SCOFFHAM (g 92) a daughter, Charlotte Freya, born in February 2010

To Kate and Nick SCORER (m 00) a daughter, Annabel Rose, born 17 September 2010

To Amie and Charles WARREN (d 97) a daughter, Poppy, born 26 August 2010

E N G A G E M E N T S
ADAMS, Giles David Morland (b 95) to Miss Anna Lort-Phillips

KNIBBS, Alastair Daniel (c 96) to Miss Lucie Havill

LANGLY-SMITH, Peter Frederick Collingwood (c 01) to Miss Claire Loosemore

MADDAMS, Nicholas Leslie (c 88) to Miss Marielo Gauto

MINTER, Benjamin Howard (g 99) to Miss Olivia Downer

RICHARDS, Frederick Rupert William (g 98) to Miss Susannah Robinson

SCOTT, Thomas James (c 96) to Miss Katy Witchell

SHORT, Edward Duncan Terry (h 98) to Verity

THOMAS-FERRAND, William Peter (h 96) to Miss Kristie Koza

WALTERS, Philip Gladwyn Hamilton (c 00) to Miss Sarah Austin

M A R R I A G E S
ATKINS, Robert Peter (m 99) to Kaye, 26 February 2010

BOUTIN, Laurent James Gabriel (h 84) to Miss Linda Warmbier on 24 July 2010

CLAPP, Michael John (c 03) to Miss Charlotte White on 29 May 2010

CRACKNELL, Nicholas John (m 96) to Miss Olivia Etherington on 10 July 2010

FORBES, Colin Kenneth (f 74) to Miss Hilary Izzett on 10 July 2010

HARE, Ian Anthony (c 72) to Miss Sarah Jane Joslin in October 2009

HAYLER, William Arthur Vaughan (c 01) to Miss Charlotte Nery on 26 September 2009

HELLIAR, George Edward (d 98) to Miss Christina Howitt in April 2010

JAMES, Nicholas Edward Garth (h 96) to Miss Victoria Ainsworth on 9 October 2010

LEWIS, Linley William Oliver (c 01) to Miss Kiriana Wilson on 4 December 2010

SPEERS, Alastair Burman (c 94) to Alice in April 2009

THOMAS, Dominic Christopher (m 99) to Miss Jessica Broughton on 11 September 2010

WILLS, Oliver David (d 98) to Miss Rachel Colley on 9 October 2010
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ALEXANDER, Peter Ian (a 37) June 2008

ARDAGH, John Anthony Charles (b 46) 26 January 2008

ARKELL John Norman (d 41) 1 February 2010

BACON Robert (f 48) 10 July 2010

BARKER John Llewellyn (a 41) 7 August 2010

BEER John Astley (g 28) 16 October 2010

BICHARD Roger William (g 57) 29 September 2010

BOSTEL Miles Brodie Hamilton (a 60) 20 February 2009

BUSH Edward Graham Whittington (g 41) 1 December 2009

BUSTON John Graham (d 57) 26 June 2010

CAREY David Percival (b 33) 5 February 2010

CARLILL James Michael Rahlenbeck (h 50) 30 August 2010

CARLOS Francis John (f 47) 1 October 2008

CLIVE Felix (d 39) circa 2000

COHU Timothy Richard (a 52) 22 January 2010

COOKE Michael Alfred (h 43) 28 January 2010

COOMBE Francis Arthur (f 38) 30 December 2009

CROLY Raymond Henry Dermot (g 60) 11 November 2010

CROUCH Guy Blake (f 65) 24 October 2010

DAVIDSON Bruce Duncan (h 40) September 2010

DINHAM-PEREN Burchall Cyril (a 39) 15 July 2009

DODGE Archie Frederick (a 07) 26 July 2010

DOUGLAS-MORRIS Christopher John (m 70) 25 January 2009

DUKE Henry Oliver Barnaby (h 37) 15 April 2010

DUNN Brian Spencer (h 48) 19 February 2009

ENGLISH Jonathan Roy Sandys (m 73) 1 September 2010

EVATT James Leslie Alban (a 41) 1 October 2010

FAIRBAIRN David Patrick (f 36) 3 October 2009

FITZGERALD Maurice Vincent John (g 47) 3 November 2009

FOSTER William Thomas (a 45) 23 June 2010

FOX Thomas Anthony (b 46) 31 July 2010

FREETH Denzil Kingson (b 42) 26 April 2010

GASKELL Richard Warburton (d 41) 1 June 2009

GORE Humphry Gerard Napier (a 33) 2008

GREVILLE Nicholas Robert (d 42) 26 January 2009

GRIFFIN Colin John Waudby (b 48) 6 October 2010

HARBOTTLE Anthony Hall Harrison (c 43) 2 December 2009

HARRIS David Edward Barham (h 35) June 2010

HAYES Robin Harold Broughton (g 46) 24 July 2010

HOLFORD John Trevor (d 26) 2010

HORSFALL William Russell (b 37) 30 January 2010

HUDSON Miles Matthew Lee (d 43) 4 October 2010

IRELAND Martin Thomas (d 56) 1 April 2010

JACOB Tim John Claud (a 69) 2009

JONES Alexander Andrew Edward (m 93) 10 March 2010

KENT Peter Douglas Buckland (h 74) 27 December 2009

KING-FRETTS Henry Paget (g 37) 8 April 2008

LAIDLAY Nigel David Roderick (b 57) August 2010

LANE Peter Stewart (g 41) 9 January 2009

MACDONALD Robert Donald Godfrey (h 53) 21 October 2010

MAIR Robert Valentine (d 40) 2010

MARSHALL John Jeremy Seymour (a 56) 31 December 2008

MEGGESON Michael (a 48) 22 August 2010

MILLER Robert Brown (g 51) 17 August 2010

MONTAGU John Drogo (g 41) 11 January 2010

MOORE John Evelyn (a 39) 8 July 2010

MORTIMER Patrick Lawrence (a 44) 20 August 2010

PAIN Arthur Clement (b 32) 12 April 2010

PINCKNEY Henry Ridge (b 68) 1 April 2009

ROBINSON Michael Allan (a 54) 11 December 2009

ROSS-MAGENTY Ernest Nigel (c 40) 2009

ROUND-TURNER Christopher Lewis (a 33) 29 November 2010

RUTTER Michael Digby (a 52) 10 March 2010

SANDFORD John Rossall (c 48) August 2010

SEDGWICK Ronald Arthur (c 42) 29 May 2010

SHARP Francis Bertram (f 29) 11 February 2008

SHEPHERD Michael Roth (f 47) October 2010

STREET John Osborne (c 39) 9 June 2010

STRONG Christopher Stephen (d 50) 6 August 2008

SYMONDSON Guy Francis (b 46) 7 April 2010

THOMAS Timothy James (c 47) 21 January 2010

WHITEWAY Eric Victor Morgan (h 37) 1 September 2010

WHYTE James Macnie (a 46) 18 September 2010

WILSON Philip Richard Hugh (a 53) 2 February 2009

WOOLLAND Peter John (g 41) 7 April 2010

D E AT H S



J O H N A R K E L L D S C ( d 4 1 )

It is with regret that we report the death of John Arkell on 1 February 2010 peacefully in
Shaftesbury where he spent the whole of his life. Born on 26 May 1923, he entered Harper
House in January 1937. An accomplished all round sportsman, John played 2nd XV rugby as

hooker and, as a left handed bowler, was awarded his 1st XI colours. During his time at
Sherborne, he vividly remembered the town being bombed on 30 September 1940 and
emerging from under his desk which was surrounded by broken glass and dust.

After joining the Royal Navy in June 1942, John initially served in the destroyer, HMS Bramham,
then moved on to motor gunboats as navigator of MGB 607. On 24 October 1943 during a fierce
action in the North Sea against German E-Boats, he was seriously wounded, including the loss
of an eye, after which he always wore his trademark black patch. For his gallantry during the
action, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

After the war, John trained as a solicitor in his father’s firm of Burridge Kent and Arkell in
Shaftesbury, later becoming the senior partner. He was President of the Dorset Law Society in
1974. Besides devoting huge amounts of time to the Royal British Legion, the Church and the
town of Shaftesbury, of which he was made a Freeman in 1998, John had a great love of
Sherborne. He was President of the Old Shirburnian Society in 1982 and Chairman of the King
Edward VI Trust from 1986 -1999.

John will be remembered for his dedicated service to others, his ability to find solutions to
problems, his meticulous attention to detail, and his devotion to his wife Norma, to whom he
was married for over 60 years. �

IAIN HENDERSON
(SON-IN-LAW)

O B I T U A R Y

Ideally we would like to include
as many obituaries as possible
in the Record, but constraints

on space, and the fact that we are
bound by other publications’
copyright laws to publish
obituaries in full, means that we
have had to establish firm
guidelines. As a result, we only
publish obituaries on members of
staff, the Governing Body and
those OS who have dedicated a
considerable period of their lives
to the service of the School and
society.

All other published OS obituaries
are shown on the OSS website
and are also available in hard
copy, or by email request, from
the OSS office. If you would like a
copy of any of these, please do let
us know.

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

H O N O U R S A N D C O MM I S S I O N S

Fr Jim Kennedy (c 62) was awarded the Freedom of the Borough of Islington

Colonel Christopher Mannning (c 75) was awarded the CBE in the 2010 New Years Honours List

Stuart Millar (h 84) appointed Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff Medical Operations within Navy Command HQ

34



O S M E R C H A N D I S E

These items may be purchased from:

THE OLD SHIRBURNIAN OFFICE
SHERBORNE SCHOOL, SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 3AP

Tel: 01935 810557/8 • Fax: 01935 810551 • Email: oss@sherborne.org

Prices exclude P&P
UMBRELLAS £20.00
OS SOCKS (town and country) £10.00
THE SHERBORNE REGISTER £5.00
(Seventh Edition, 1925-2000)

SCARF (country colours) £30.00
BRACES (country colours) £35.00
BOXER SHORTS (country colours S,M,L) £15.00
CUFFLINKS (town and country) £35.00
OSS TIE (town and country) £20.00
PILGRIMS TIE £20.00
BOW TIES (town and country) £17.50
CRAVATS (town and country) £20.00

P R I N T S O F T H E S C H O O L
A N D C O U R T S
WILLIAM ANSTICE BROWN (g 42-47, STAFF 53-67)
‘Port of Sherborne’ – Print: £10.00

FRANCIS PHILIP BARRAUD (1824-1901)
Print (watercolour) of the Courts: £10.00

JOHN WESTERN
Print (pen and ink) of the Courts (signed): £10.00

WILLIAM COOPER, RWA (HON OS, STAFF 52-83)
Print (collage) of the Courts (signed): £80/£120.00 (S/M)

JOCELYN GALSWORTHY
‘The Upper 2007 - Sherborne v Winchester’
(Signed limited edition print): £125.00

O S C H A R I TA B L E T R U S T
The OSS Charitable Trust continues to award bursaries to the sons of Old Shirburnians. Details and application forms are available from the OSS Hon Treasurer,
Robin Brown at robjen.brown@btinternet.com

The Trust has been greatly helped over the years by generous bequests and we remain indebted to our many supporters who have kindly left a legacy to the Trust
thus enabling sons of OS to follow in their fathers’ footsteps. The OSS Committee advises that, if you would like to leave a legacy to this worthwhile cause, the
following wording is suggested: ‘I give free of all tax and duty to the Old Shirburnian Society Charitable Trust 1975 (Charity No. 271592) the sum of £___________
(___________ pounds) and declare that a receipt from the Treasurer or other proper officer of the said charitable body for such gift shall be a sufficient discharge
to my Trustees who shall not be bound to see the application thereof.’

114TH ANNUAL RECORD
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O L D S H I R B U R

1930s
DAVID CAREY (b 1931) During his
retirement years David has been playing
some tennis, which included a Number One
ranking in the world 85 and over age bracket
group which was played in Cape Town,
South Africa. An article in the Rhodes
Scholarship Magazine says: David, who is
now 97, has won 31 USTA national senior
championship trophies for singles and
doubles, more than Roddick and Serena
Williams combined... He has held the
Number One world ranking in the 90 year
old group. Carey notes ‘Yes, there were
more than two of us playing in all those
tournaments!’

1940s
ANTHONY ROBARTS (c 1942) Still alive and
married after nearly 60 years, he retired in
1985 after nearly 40 years with the Costain
Group Plc as a civil engineer in the
construction of dams and bridges in
particular, and later in the commercial and
administrative side of the business, ending
up as a director of a subsidiary company.

MICHAEL BOWN (c 1946) ‘There are few of
my era still alive, fewer still who would
remember my name, and almost none who
would be interested in such news as I have
to tell! No medals or prizes, no important
jobs, no distinctions at all.

The only child of a Dorset farmer, mine was
a satisfying but unexceptional life as an
academic: a Clare College Fellow since
1961. Research was nothing to write home
about, but got me a safe job, and now an
adequate pension. I really enjoyed studying,
lecturing and supervising, but retired by
1995. (We are retired at age 67.) I had great
times on sabbaticals, in USA and Zimbabwe,
and am happy with the company of like
people in my College - still having some
privileges as a Life Fellow.’

1950s
GERALD PEACOCKE (c 1950) ‘This year I
became Chairman of the Trinity College
Oxford Society, that is of the alumni; and
Vice-Chairman of The Oxford Italian
Association. For the latter I have given two
talks: ‘Dante, Goethe and Womanhood’,
and ‘My Mother - a Spy?’ this year, the story
of my unusual family and experiences
before, during and after the Second World
War. Both were well received. I also
occasionally give talks on the Choir of King’s
College, Cambridge, entitled ‘Of Choristers
and King’s’.

PETER PAFFARD (c 1951) ‘We have a cool
climate vineyard in the Tumbarumba wine
region of NSW growing Shiraz grapes. We
sell our grapes to several wineries including
Hungerford Hill, Bidgeebong and
McWilliams, all of whom sell Shiraz from the
Tumbarumba region made from our grapes
(we are the only Shiraz grower in the region).
We don’t think any are available in the UK
yet.

If any OS are travelling in our area, they are
welcome to drop in and see us. We live in
the beautiful Upper Murray Region of NSW.’

JOHN WESTON (h 1951) Following the first
collection of his poems, Chasing the
Hoopoe (Peterloo Poets 2005), John has
been offered a second collection by
Shoestring Press in 2012 and is working
toward this. He also now keeps his
own bees and hopes to obtain the British
Beekeepers Association’s basic
practical qualification in the spring.

DAVID REA (g 1956) After practising as a
solicitor in Dorking for 30 years, David has
now retired and is living in a 250-year old
thatched cottage about four miles from
Sherborne. He and Wendy, his wife of 42
years, spend much of the summer officiating
at Horse Trials and this has taken them to the
Sydney Olympics and many other
international competitions in Europe and
around the world, most recently in
Lexington, Kentucky, where they were
judging the World Equestrian Games.
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N I A N N E W S

BOB BEENEY (c 1959) ‘No news of great
import. I have lost three stone in weight, but
that is of little concern to anyone other than
me and my doctor. Have not been
promoted from Cadet Company Sergeant
Major (Dorset Regiment) - retired in 1959. I
still live in Indian Wells, California. No
publications, and yet again the Nobel
Committee has ignored me.’

1960s

RICHARD EYRE (h 1961) Richard Eyre is
directing ‘A Flea in her Ear’ at The Old Vic
until March 2011. This high speed comedy
of errors by French playwright Georges
Feydeau was translated into English by John
Mortimer and is a much loved comedy
mixing madness, mayhem, fun and frivolity.

ADRIAN WATNEY (c
1962) After the ash cloud
in April, it took Adrian 23
hours in all, including five
trains from Geneva, and a
night in Brussels, to get
home. He finally bought
a bike, cycled 20 km in
1hr 10 mins to the ferry
for the two hour crossing
and then a train to
Sevenoaks where his wife
picked him up. He says
he enjoyed almost every
minute!! Truly the
Dunkirk Spirit.

WILL NATION (g 1967) Still in logistics, still
working a 5-day week (something wrong
here surely) most of which are spent on an
aeroplane to/from China, other parts of the
Far East, the Middle East or Africa. We put
some of our staff through a degree course
which I look after which also involves a bit of
mentoring which I find inspiring - odd really
when I had such an aversion to being
taught! It still sticks in my memory being
told by Sam Hey that he had taught my
father and that if I intended carving my
initials on any of his
desks (as my father
had done), he would
beat me! I wonder
sometimes what my
two grandsons will
make of the
teaching methods
of those days when
they are older!

1970s
NICK NEWMAN-
YOUNG (c 1970)
Having been a
founder of Montpelier
Re Bermuda which
was started in 2001,
Nick is now semi-
retired but is still a
non-executive director
of Montpelier Underwriting Agencies at
Lloyd’s.

CHRISTOPHER MANNING (c 1975) Has
now left the Army and is Director of Safety
and Assurance Serco Civil Government in
Serco Group plc.

MICHAEL BEADEL
(c 1977) Michael
Beadel, who works
for South West
legal firm Stephens
Scown, has been
recognised by King’s
College London
with a top academic
accolade in
construction law. He
has successfully

completed the first of his two year MSc in
Construction Law and Dispute Resolution
and was awarded the Bickerdike Allen Prize,
as the best performing student in his year
following the summer examinations. The
course is internationally renowned and
attended by construction professionals from
around the world including architects,
surveyors, project managers, civil engineers,
solicitors and barristers.

Michael received the award at the annual
dinner of the Society of Construction Law at
the National Liberal Club in London in the
autumn.

JAMES KENNEDY (c 1962) Father Jim
Kennedy, until recently Roman Catholic
Dean of Islington, was awarded the
‘Freedom of the Borough’ for years of
dedicated service. This prestigious
award, which dates back to the Middle
Ages, recognises contributions to the
local community.

In 1987 this popular priest helped in the
aftermath of the tragic King’s Cross
underground fire when the Blessed
Sacrament church and hall became a
gathering point for survivors and
relatives. And when Islington was hit by
the 7/7 bombings, Father Jim was
looked to for advice on how to
respond. In 2009, Father Jim went to
Paphos for a three-month sabbatical
but has now been asked to stay: he
describes himself as ‘blessed’ to be
there.



ANDREW ARCHIBALD (c 1978) ‘Director of
Keygrove Chartered Surveyors - Commercial
Property Agents, Valuers, Managers &
Consultants based in Southampton. I have
been married to Pippa for 22 years. My
daughter Jessica (17) is studying for her A2’s
and my son William (15) for his GCSE’s, both
at King Edward VI School, Southampton.
Life is busy.’

RICHARD COWL (c 1979) Based in Dubai
since 1999 and working for a Norwegian
Coatings Company ‘Jotun’ as Global
Business Development Manager and a
Managing partner for Trading Company
ICCIS (Middle East) Ltd.

CRISPIN WILSON (h 1977) We are now in
Singapore with two children (aged 13 and
14). Currently heading up Banco Santander’s
expansion into SE Asia and India. Prior to
that we had been in Spain for the previous
22 years.

1980s

PADDY MACINTOSH (h 1980) I have now
taken over the whole of the premises at The
Courtyard in Newland, Sherborne, and am
trading solely as Macintosh Antiques. I am
also Chairman of the West of England
Antique Dealers Association WEADA –
representing 50 of the top dealers in the
South West.

I still play squash and am in the Somerset
over 45’s team.

RODDY BARROW (m
1981) Living near
Farnham, married to
Dawn with 3 children.
Appointed European
Finance Director of
Ingeus Ltd in May 2010.

PAUL TUSTAIN (h 1980) Paul founded
BullionVault.com in 2003 so that private
investors could buy the British gold reserves
sold by Gordon Brown. The company now
looks after more gold than most central
banks, and won the Queen’s Award for
Enterprise in 2009.

ROBERT KITSON (g 1982) Robert Kitson,
rugby correspondent of The Guardian was
named ‘Guinness - London Irish Rugby
Union Journalist of the Season’ at a
ceremony in Diageo headquarters in
London. He
came top in a
nomination and
ad jud i ca t ion
process that
involved the
twelve clubs in
the Guinness
P remie r sh ip ,
Premier Rugby and the Rugby Football
Union. The award citation praised Robert
for ‘the quality of his writing and
interviewing style’ and for ‘the valued insight
he provides into the game and for the loyal
following he has built among his
newspaper’s readers.’

JAMES DAY (h 1983)
James is currently
working in Zurich where
he is Managing Director
of Peritus Investment
Consultancy.

NEIL BULSTRODE (e 1986) ‘I have been
Head of The Department of Plastic Surgery
at Great Ormond Street Hospital since 2007,
operating on congenitally deformed
children and also have an adult cosmetic
surgery practice in Chelsea and Wimbledon.
I have recently returned from a charity
mission to Ethiopia reconstructing people’s
faces, which was made into a documentary
by Ben Fogle called ‘Make Me a New Face,
The Hidden Children of Africa’, shown on
BBC2 earlier in the year.’

ANGUS HAYWOOD (f 1986) is a Captain in
Saudi Arabia, flying Embraer 190s all over
the Middle-East with the NASAIR airline,
based in sunny Riyadh.

DOMINIC WHEELER
(h 1988) Dorset-born
conductor, Dominic took
the lead with the English
Touring Opera and
brought two operatic
masterpieces to the
Lighthouse, Poole’s Centre for the Arts, in
March 2010.

These were a new production of Donizetti’s
Don Pasquale and a revived production of
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro.

HARRY MINDEN-WILSON (c 1983), BEN
SENNETT (m 1987), RICHARD HARTLEY
(c 1984), MARK ANDREWS (h 1984), DAN
THORNE (h 1984), JUSTIN LOWE (e 1984)
‘A motley OS crew from the 1980’s recently
spent a most enjoyable day on Bodmin
Moor shooting snipe and wildfowl (not
without a degree of success!). There was
much fond reminiscing and laughter about
our days at Sherborne, especially during a
hearty meal on our way back home to,
variously, Devon, Dorset and Somerset.’
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SAM ANSTICE-BROWN (m 1979)
Sam’s drumming has taken him to
Dubai, Finland, the Caribbean and
Thailand this year. Recently he has
performed and recorded with TV
Presenter Nicky Campbell and their
album ‘Moonlight’s Back In Style’
has enjoyed excellent reviews with
a second album in production. He
has worked at many top venues
including Highgrove House and
Buckingham Palace.

His CD ‘Self Hypnosis for Musicians’ is now in its third edition and continues to sell
globally and an iPhone App version should be out by the time you read this. He also has
a new music tuition iPhone App called ‘Drum Secrets’ available for both iPhone and iPad.
For more info on these and other projects, see www.sambrown.co.uk
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1990s
R I C H A R D
ROBINSON (h
1990) Working
in advertising as
the Regional Business Director for Europe,
Middle East and Africa at Publicis, directing
the P&G account. Living in Battersea with
two amazing daughters and a terrifically
talented photographer wife.

PAUL CLARKE (c 1991) For the last few
years I have been running a charity called
The Great Football Giveaway. The objective
is to try and get basic sports equipment like
footballs and netballs direct into the hands
(or feet) of some of the world’s most
disadvantaged kids. I remember how lucky
we were at Sherborne to have so much sport
on our doorstep: something I loved. To date
we have run a project with teams of
volunteers, personally hand-delivering over
20,000 balls on behalf of donors, to children
in rural areas of Malawi, Angola, Uganda,
Zambia, Rwanda, DR Congo, and currently
have teams in rural Tanzania. We also try to
support those organisations working with
children, whether running HIV awareness
programmes, post-conflict reconciliation,
landmine awareness, child soldier
rehabilitation, orphan and street children
care – the list is endless. Every one of them
can use sport to help them with the work
they do with children. Lots of balls, lots of
smiles. For more information, see
www.thegreatfootballgiveaway.org.uk. I am
also writing a screenplay for a feature film
about Child Soldiers.

JOHN GOODDEN (f 1991) On 11 August
John was appointed as Consultant
Neurosurgeon at Leeds General Infirmary,
with specialist interests in Paediatric
Neurosurgery and Surgical Neuro-
Oncology.

CONOR O’CALLAGHAN (m 1991) Conor
set up Millar Cameron, a specialist
recruitment company, involved in the
recruitment of civilians into operational
environments, such as Afghanistan, Iraq,
Sudan and the Congo. They are in their
third year of trading, and business is
booming.

ED TAYLOR (h 1992) Edward Taylor is now a
banking correspondent with Reuters in
Frankfurt, Germany.

EDWARD ROGERS (a, 1992) ‘During 2009
my family home, Riverhill House near
Sevenoaks in Kent, was filmed for an
episode of Channel 4’s ‘Country House
Rescue’. The episode was screened on 11th
March 2010 and Ruth Watson recommended
that we re-launch our garden-opening with a
particular emphasis on families. Our first
season has been a great success. The
programme featured four generations of the
Rogers family: my grandmother Mrs Evelyn
Rogers, widow of D M Rogers (a, 1928), my
mother Mrs Jane Rogers, widow of J M
Rogers (a, 1961), myself J E Rogers (a,1992)
and my wife Sarah and children. Both my
father and grandfather had lived all their
lives at Riverhill. By coincidence, and we
had nothing to do with it, nor did we meet
him, the voice-over was done by Hugh
Bonneville.’

TOM WILLIAMS (m 1993) Tom has written
the screenplay for the romantic comedy
feature film ‘Chalet Girl’ (see
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1487118/com
bined for cast / plot details, etc) which is
going to have a nationwide cinema release
on 18th February 2011. It is set in a ski resort,
as the title implies, and is a must-see for all
Old Shirburnians, he reckons.

JOHN ROWE (h
1993) ‘I am working
for Procter &
Gamble, managing
Central and Eastern
Europe for all their
current business
packaging and brand introductions. We
have also established a vineyard called
Westwell Wines (www.westwellwines.co.uk)
in Kent that has its first successful harvest
this year. So, when I get tired of travelling
around CEE, I spend my time ‘relaxing’ in
the vineyard and spending time with my
partner, Rachel.’

ALASTAIR SPEERS (c 1994) Alastair is
currently a Housemaster at Oakham School
in Rutland where he has been teaching for
the past five years. He married Alice in April
2009.

JAMES TIMMIS (c 1995) ‘I am presently
working as a Humanities teacher at an
international school in Dubai, having worked
for four years at an international school in
Beijing and studied Chinese full time for a
year at Peking University.’

WILL THOMAS-FERRAND (h 1996) ‘This
autumn I have moved from Bermuda to
Malta, where I am now heading up the
Marsh office. I got engaged this year
to a Canadian - Kristie Koza.’

ED SHORT (h 1998) ‘Having served another
operational tour in Iraq (Basra 08-09), I am
currently serving with the Operational
Training Advisory Group in Folkestone,
training everyone who deploys to
Afghanistan. I have recently returned from
three months in Afghanistan, running the
Bastion Training Centre which was an
exceptionally busy yet rewarding job. On
the sports scene, not content with playing
hockey and cricket, I have now taken up
triathlon and am training for the Windsor Tri
- madness!’

SEBASTIEN LONG (a 1999) Sebastien
continues to work for HSBC as an
International Manager. After 18 months in
Saudi Arabia, he relocated to Hong Kong in
June 2010 to assume a regional role
managing the transformation of the trade
and supply chain function in a number of
markets. His parents are still based in
Corsica, France, where he frequently returns
for the summer holidays.

2000s
LINLEY LEWIS AND WILL HAYLER (c 2001)
continue to run Ticket to Ride
(www.ttride.co.uk) offering surfing and
kitesurfing Gap Year and Career Break
courses, as well as UK based academies in
Perranporth. They recently launched Ticket
to Ride Travel (www.ttridetravel.com)
offering boardsports travel solutions to a
range of worldwide destinations for those
look for a discerning active break, holiday or
travel experience.

DAVID HITCHINGS (m 2002) David has
started In-CarPC, a Bristol-based company
that makes computing equipment for use in
vehicles. www.in-carpc.co.uk

PATRICK SHAW-BROWN (c 2002) Having
trained as a chartered accountant with
PricewaterhouseCoopers in London and
obtained his ACA qualification in
September 2009, he left the City to go and
work for the humanitarian and emergency
medical aid organisation, Médecins Sans
Frontières, in Bangladesh. While in
Bangladesh he worked as the Finance and
HR Coordinator for the
operations in the
country. He has recently
returned to England at
the end of the one year
contract and is currently
enjoying catching up with
friends and family in
London before looking for
another job.
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DAVID PORAJ-WILCZYNSKI (g 2003) Is
currently working in the marine services
division of Swire Pacific in Qatar and recently
completed a 350 mile trek across Liberia,
retracing the route completed by Graham
Greene in 1935 and described in his
travelogue, ‘Journey Without Maps’. He went
with a UK journalist called Tim Butcher who
subsequently wrote a book, ‘Chasing the
Devil’ which has now been published.

PIERS BOSHIER (c 2003) ‘I recently spent a
total of three months working in a laboratory
in the Tokyo Medical and Dental University
(which has an exchange program with
Imperial College) carrying out research on
gastric cancer. As a result, I have developed a
particular interest in upper gastrointestinal
cancer and surgery, the main topic of my
thesis, and I hope to carry this forward in my
career.

Having returned from this very positive
experience in Japan, I decided to take up the
offer of a PhD studentship at Imperial College
and successfully obtained my PhD in June
2010. In early July I returned to my fifth year
of undergraduate medical training and, as my
PhD supervisor has some close contacts in
Japan, which is the world’s centre for upper
GI cancer surgery, I will try to return there for
my elective in year six.

Whilst it is likely that I will maintain a strong
interest in research my primary goal is still to
become a surgeon. If anything, the PhD has
helped to reinforce this intention, mainly as a
result of the unparalleled opportunities to
work with senior clinicians in and around the
surgical environment during the course of my
work.’

ANDREW WINDLE (c 2003) Andrew is now
working at Prudential Property Investment
Managers (PRUPIM) as an Investment
Manager, and is an MRICS.

EDWARD SELFE (c 2004) In March 2009,
Edward made a career move. He left England
and moved to Zambia where, for the last year,
he has been living and working in the
Luangwa Valley, a wildlife reserve in Eastern
Province, near the border with Malawi. (Full
article may be read on the OSS website.)

ALEX WEBB (m 2005) ‘I have now graduated
from UCL in French and German and, having
interned with Bloomberg News in Frankfurt
for the summer, I am now studying for an MA
in Newspaper Journalism at City University
London.’

DAVID NICHOLLS (g 2005) Commissioned
from the RMA Sandhurst on December 11th
2009 into The Rifles, he was appointed as a
Junior Under Officer and awarded the Silver
Bugle (for contributions to Athletics at the
Academy), having won the Army 1500m in
2009 and the prestigious Carrington Cup.

KIT DOREY (g 2006) Not only did Kit achieve
First Class Honours in Literae Humaniores
(Classics) at Oxford this year, he also got the
best result in the whole of his year in that
subject. Congratulations Kit!

GORDON CURTIS (f 2006) Gordon has
formed a wind ensemble, The Borasco
Ensemble, at Trinity College of Music and
hopes to perform at a variety of venues
throughout the 2010-11 season: venues to
include Embassies, Livery Companies and
Public Schools. The Ensemble will be
conducted by Joan-Enric Lluna, one of the
World’s finest clarinetists.

JACK ADAMS (d 2006) Jack was selected as
an Elite rider in the British 2010 Tour Series.

CHARLES COOKE (f 2007) In the Summer
Charles won the Golden Gloves award for the
most catches and stumpings in the
Hampshire Premier League this season.

THEO COOKE (f 2010) Theo has just spent
three months working in Rwanda where he
was appointed coach to the Rwanda national
Under 15 cricket team. His diary from Rwanda
includes the recent the trip by the
Shirburnians which can be found on
theoinrwanda.blogspot.com. Theo was tour
guide and they tipped him at the end of their
tour! �

THE RYDON DYNASTY There have long
been links between the Rydon family and
Sherborne School.

• My father, Anthony Rydon was in
Harper from 1917 to 1921.

• My father-in-law, Walter Leach, was in
Westcott from 1920 to 1924. He was in
fact one of the original intake to
Westcott House.

• I entered Westcott in 1948 and left in
1952, as did my brother-in-law David
Leach. His brother, Jonathan Leach
arrived in 1949 and left in 1953.

• My nephew, Charles Leach entered
Westcott in 1974 and left in 1979.

• My son, William Rydon entered the
Digby in 1976 and left in 1981.

• My son, Robert Rydon entered the
Digby in 1978 and left in 1983.

• My grandson, Henry Rydon (son of
William) entered the Digby in 2006.

• My grandson, Thomas Rydon (son of
Robert) entered the Digby in 2008.

• My grandson, Alexander Rydon (son
of Robert) entered the Digby in 2010.

So, Henry, Thomas and Alexander are
fourth generation Shirburnians on both
sides of the family!

As for me, I did National Service in
Malaya and Germany in 1952, then
studied at the Royal Agricultural College
and in 1960 married Anne Leach. I took
over the family farm in 1965 and in turn
handed this over to William in 1995 when
Anne and I retired to a bungalow on the
farm. �

JONATHAN RYDON (h 52)



OSS COMMITTEE 2010 – 2011
PRESIDENT

Stanley Johnson

TRUSTEES
John Hargrove, Richard Green, Michael French

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FINANCE AND BURSARY SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater (Chairman), Robin Brown (Hon. Treasurer)

John Hargrove (Trustees’ Representative), Chris Davis (Headmaster)
Lucy Robins (Bursar), Bill Burn (Staff Representative), John Harden (Secretary)

YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES (MAIN COMMITTEE)
Staff Bill Burn

1937 – 1947 Sam Smart (a 45)
1958 Richard Warren (g 58)
1962 Mike Rearden (b 62)
1964 Richard Anderton (a 64)
1966 Charles Ouin (d 66)
1970 Angus Cater (c 70)
1980 Patrick Macintosh (h 80)
1981 Stephen Rees-Williams (h 81)
1982 Mike Bell (g 82)
1983 Ben Jeapes (h 83)
1988 Alasdair Vaux (g 88)
1991 Edward Holme (b 91)
1992 Will Wingfield Digby (d 92)
1994 Will Hargrove (h 94)
1999 Jonathan Morris (e 99)
2000 James Meeke (b 00)
2001 Jimmy McKillop (m 01) and Tom Williams (f 01)
2002 David Hoey (d 02)
2003 Tom Fox-Davies (c 03)
2004 Edward Selfe (c 04)
2005 Tom Fineman (b 05) and David Kirk (a 05)
2006 George Densham (a 06)

PRESIDENT
Stanley Johnson

CHAIRMAN
Hugh Archer

SECRETARY
John Harden
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Robin Brown
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STAFF REPRESENTATIVE
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PILGRIMS
REPRESENTATIVE
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Patrick Macintosh

OSSS REPRESENTATIVE
Angus Cater

SHERBORNE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVE

James Nurton

CHAIRMAN OF
FINANCE & BURSARY

SUB-COMMITTEE
Angus Cater

CATEGORY A
REPRESENTATIVE
Edward Bridges

Category B and C
Representatives have

retired by rotation and
new Representatives

are to be elected

If ever you need advice, and your year-group is unrepresented, please do contact the Old Shirburnian Office,
who will be delighted to discuss any ideas and offer support.

T. 01935 810557/810558 F. 01935 810551
E. oss@sherborne.org

www.oldshi rburn ian.org.uk



THE OLD SHIRBURNIAN OFFICE

SHERBORNE SCHOOL

SHERBORNE

DORSET DT9 3AP

T: 01935 810557 or 810558

F: 01935 810551

E: oss@sherborne.org

www.oldshirburnian.org.uk

D
es

ig
ne

d
an

d
P

ri
nt

ed
b

y
Sh

el
le

ys
01

93
5

81
53

64

MMX


